City University of New York (CUNY)

CUNY Academic Works
Publications and Research

CUNY School of Law

2007

Minority Groups and Intimate Partner Violence: A Selected
Annotated Bibliography
Raquel Gabriel
CUNY School of Law

How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know!
More information about this work at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cl_pubs/179
Discover additional works at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu
This work is made publicly available by the City University of New York (CUNY).
Contact: AcademicWorks@cuny.edu

MINORITY GROUPS AND INTIMATE PARTNER
VIOLENCE: A SELECTED ANNOTATED
BIBLIOGRAPHY
RAQUEL J. GABRIEL*

ABSTRACT: This bibliography is designed to be an introduction to
the topic of domestic/intimate partner violence within the broad
definition of those traditionally identified as "minority groups."
Towards that end, the selected annotations cover African American,

Asian,

Disabled,

Immigrant,

Latina,

and

Native

American

populations.' It is intended to be of use to the researcher who will be
working with any or all of these populations, and who has little or no

previous exposure to the additional challenges a member of a minority
2
group may encounter as a victim of intimate partner violence.
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1. The selection of groups was based on the amount of source material available, as well as
the author's perception that enough material existed to create a cohesive picture of the problems a
particular group faces in terms of cultural and legal barriers for law students. The inclusion of
these specific groups carries with it certain inherent limitations, specifically, that there are
obviously more "minority groups" than can be covered in any one article, even one that works
"selectively." In the end, the choice of groups was predicated on several factors: the availability
of resources, the belief that there existed enough selected resources to adequately represent a
particular group, the ability of the material with others in its grouping to create an introductory
picture of that group for a law student, and finally, the practical application of choosing the
minority groups a student would most likely encounter in the majority of urban settings.
2. The phrase "intimate partner violence" and the more common phrase "domestic
violence" are used interchangeably throughout this bibliography. However, for an explanation of
why "intimate partner violence" is a more apt descriptor, see Jenny Rivera, The Availability of
Domestic Violence Servicesfor Latinas in New York State: Phase II Investigation, 21 BUFF. PUB.
INT. L.J. 37, 79 n.2 (2003), and the notes therein.
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INTRODUCTION
The recognition of the harm that domestic or intimate partner violence
inflicts upon victims is well-documented in academic literature, both legal
and otherwise. 3 Like other forms of oppression before it, this particular
form of violence existed in some way, shape, or form in most cultures
around the world. This behavior was widely regarded either as a normal
part of society or denied as a societal problem in most western cultures.4
However, with the rise of the modem civil rights movement in the 1960s,
the gradual examination of different types of oppression began, 5 most
notably based on race, gender, and sexual orientation-the various groups

3. For the purposes of this article, the annotations will rely heavily on those that document
the problems individuals of minority groups have had with the legal system, and on those which
would be of the most use to a student attempting to learn more about a particular minority group.
Numerous other fields of study, including criminology, sociology, psychology, and women's
studies, have all approached the topic of domestic violence in order to determine the cause of
such violence.
4. Madelaine Adelman et al., Policing Violence Against Minority Women in Multicultural
Societies: "Community" and the Politics ofExclusion, 7 POLICE & SOC'Y 103, 125 n.4 (2003).
5. WILLIAM H. CHAFE,
(Nancy F. Cott ed., 1994).

THE ROAD TO EQUALITY, AMERICAN WOMEN SINCE

1962, 16
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often considered marginal by the mainstream which demanded
recognition-while developing a more active voice against many of the
repressive practices its members experienced.
One of the most visible results to develop out of this period was the
advent of a women's rights movement,6 and from these roots, a domestic
violence movement. 7 The movement towards a more vocal and visible
form of women's rights was powerful in creating an enabling environment
whereupon women were urged to make legal, cultural, and societal forces
hear their voices. 8 However, it is generally acknowledged that the
movement of the late 1960s and early 1970s had the effect of being geared
specifically towards helping one sort of woman, the heterosexual middle
class white woman, to break through the barriers of condoning violence
against women as a whole. 9
With the growth of the domestic violence movement, the face
presented to the general public was invariably a white one, a married one,
of a particular economic and social class,"0 and arguably, of a certain
stereotype that also saw abused women as "victims," "helpless," and
without proper support and assistance from the proper authorities, unable to
break the cycle of abuse that surrounded them." Individuals who did not
fit this preconceived "model" were often ignored, or worse, excused as
justifiable victims in the eyes of those who saw domestic violence as
strictly a "white woman" issue.' 2 It can be argued that the ignorance of
6. See NANCY F. COTT, THE GROUNDING OF MODERN FEMINISM 3 (Yale University Press
1987). See generally CASSANDRA L. LANGER, A FEMINIST CRITIQUE (Icon Editions ed., 1996);
NANCY E. MCGLEN & KAREN 0' CONNOR, WOMEN'S RIGHTS: THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY
IN THE NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES (1983).
7. See generally CLARE DALTON & ELIZABETH M. SCHNEIDER, BATTERED WOMEN AND

THE LAW (2001) (providing more information on the development of the domestic violence
movement); April Howard et al., Herstory of Domestic Violence: A Timeline of the Battered
Women's Movement, MINN. CTR. AGAINST VIOLENCE & ABUSE (1999), available at
http://www.mincava.umn.edu/documents/herstory/herstory.html (providing a timeline of the
Battered Women's Movement); SUSAN SCHECTER, WOMEN AND MALE VIOLENCE (1982)
(Tracing the development of the battered women's movement in the 1970s spearheaded by both
activist organizations and victims).
8. Howard et al., supra note 7.
9. BELL HOOKS, FEMINIST THEORY FROM MARGIN TO CENTER 1, 6-7 (South End Press
1984).
10. Essentially, domestic violence victims were of the economic "middle class." Neither rich
nor poor individuals would have been conducive.to portraying a domestic violence sufferer as an
abused individual in terms of the developing stereotype of a domestic violence "victim." For an
example of how such assumptions exclude women of other classes and/or races, see Denise A.
Donnelly et al., White Privilege, Color Blindness, and Services to Battered Women, 11 VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN 6, 14-15 (2005).
11. Id. at 26.
12. Id. at 23.
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mainstream society led to the continuing belief that cultural acceptance
condoned violence in minority communities.
Since the inception of a modem movement recognizing violence
against women, there have been tensions between the idealized version of a
battered woman, created at the beginning of the civil rights movement, and
the reality of its many different types of victims. The contrasting growth of
a movement that based its definition on the shaping of personal identity
based on race, gender, or sexual orientation resulted in a growing body of
literature that challenged the generally conceived societal view of a
battered woman. After reviewing the literature, a common thread presents
itself: the problems facing each group mirror the general issues the
population faces-namely positive and negative societal ideas of that group
as a whole. While this may seem unsurprising, these preconceived
constructs create larger obstacles for a victim of intimate partner violence.
Without a doubt, the demographics of the United States are
undergoing a major shift with continued immigration, reflected in the latest
Census data which illustrate the increasing diversity of the nation. 3 The
wave of Eastern European immigrants who came to the United States in the
1900s has been replaced in the new century with immigrants from a more
diverse global arena. Such an influx redefines not only long-held ideas of
who can be categorized as an immigrant, but what constitutes a "minority
group" as well. 4 The complexity of integrating any new resident arguably
grows even more tangled while the issues facing minority groups are still
the subject of heated debate in the United States.
While the history of this country is often praised for its openness and
willingness to let individuals pursue an "American Dream," there can be
little argument that the creation of this American ideal usually has come at
the expense of its minority groups. The tensions that have risen from the
historical exploitation of these groups have added to the difficulties in
assisting women who become victims of intimate partner violence.

13. See U.S. Census Bureau, http://www.census.gov (last visited Apr. 16, 2007) (detailing
the population of the United States by factors such as race, foreign birth, or immigration); U.S.
Census Bureau Population Publication, http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/popula.html (last
visited Apr. 16, 2007) (detailing different racial categories in the United States, such as the Asian
American, Black, and Hispanic populations).
14. The tendency to broadly categorize on the basis of the color of one's skin in the United
States may further muddle the debate regarding immigration and minority groups. While the
historical wave of immigrants in the twentieth century over time helped ease individuals into the
classification of "minority group," the rapid increase of such vastly different ethnic groups in the
past twenty years arguably has made it more difficult to classify individuals into such categories.
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It is with recognition that a variety of factors come into focus when
discussing domestic violence that the particular selections within this
bibliography were chosen.
Researchers will find selections that will assist them in understanding
the particular historical, legal, or economic circumstances that may affect a
person's interaction with the legal system. They will also find materials
that will better enable them to interact with a domestic violence victim in a
way that is respectful of the individual's cultural background. It is hoped
that by reviewing the sources, one will gain a new understanding of the
possible issues that confront a member of a minority group who encounters
intimate partner violence.
These readings were chosen after a review of the types of material
that could impart to a reader the complexity of dealing with members of a
particular minority group. While a focus has been on legal materials
wherever possible, researchers will also find government documents,
articles from non-legal journals, and materials developed for advocates,
communities, or individuals, that will help create an impression of a
particular population. These materials reflect the experience of these
groups within the United States, given the target audience.' 5
The included readings should be considered a primer for researchers
who may need to gain insight fairly quickly into the variety of issues that
confront domestic violence victims. In many instances, the material was
chosen specifically for its introductory nature in order to encourage this
process and to demonstrate the complexity of the causes of intimate partner
violence, as well as the societal and historical implications. The growing
emergence of new theories and new ideas goes well beyond what can be
covered in this bibliography. For researchers who wish to venture beyond
such basic material, the listings in the Additional Readings section should
be consulted.
Given these parameters, the selected annotations reflect a variety of
sources in order to give a reasonable introduction to the issues involved
when dealing with intimate partner violence in minority communities.

15. There exists an equally prodigious amount of material on domestic violence in the
international sphere that is beyond the scope of this bibliography. See, e.g., World Health
Organization ("WHO"), http://www.who.int/violence-injury-prevention/violence/en (last visited
Apr. 16, 2007); the United Nations Development Fund for Women, http://www.unifem.org (last
visited Apr. 16, 2007); Women's Link Worldwide, http://www.womenslinkworldwide.org (last
visited Apr. 16, 2007); Hot Peach Pages, http://www.hotpeachpages.net/index.html (last visited
Apr. 16, 2007) (showing a continually growing list of international domestic violence links and
agencies).
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METHODOLOGY
Major law reviews and other relevant databases on Lexis and
Westlaw were searched, as well as the primary sociological abstract
databases available on the Ebsco, ERIC, and OCLC's Worldcat portals. 6
A multitude of Internet sources were consulted, which led to a variety of
cross-references across print and electronic media. The selection of
materials is not meant to be necessarily authoritative of the types of articles
on each group; rather, they were chosen to be presented together as a whole
and to give a researcher introductory background material on a particular
minority group with which he or she may not have had previous contact in
any substantial manner.
It should be noted that the topic of Domestic Violence, to put it
mildly, commands a massive amount of information, both in print and
electronic form.' 7 There is little debate in Western society that such
violence should be confronted and eliminated, and the enormous amount of
material undoubtedly reflects that conclusion.
To be of the most assistance to the researcher, sources most easily
available (i.e. law reviews in print and electronic format and web
resources) were chosen in order to facilitate access. When needed, other
sources, such as sociological materials, were selected due to the high
probability the materials would be available at most medium to large
college or university libraries. In addition, the sources chosen for this
bibliography range from 1991 to the present, as it appears from a review of
the material that recognition of the differences regarding intimate partner
violence among minority groups truly began to manifest itself within that
time period.' 8

16. EBSCO Information Service, http://www.ebsco.com/home (last visited Apr. 16, 2007);
Education Resources Information Center ("ERIC"), http://www.eric.ed.gov (last visited Apr. 16,
2007); WorldCat Online Computer Library Center, http://www.oclc.org.worldcat (last visited
Apr. 16, 2007).
17. The sheer amount of websites that even mention "domestic violence" is staggering, with
nearly five million results produced when casually searched on Google, http://www.google.com.
Even with the restriction of terms and narrowing of the search with the term "minority," over one
million results were produced. Given the enormity of the topic, and wary of the often
disappearing nature of websites and their supporting authorities, websites were winnowed down
to those that were deemed reliable in terms of access, stability, and overall likelihood of future
funding to keep the website active. Several general websites, recognized for their work in the
domestic violence field, are included in the Additional Readings portion of this bibliography.
18. While a vast amount of information dealing with domestic violence obviously exists
from years prior to 1991, it was generally found that the discussion among scholars and
researchers dealing with intimate partner violence began appearing in the various literature in
greater amounts in the 1990s.
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Materials were broken down into the following categories: 1) Books /
Book Excerpts / Manuals / Reports, 2) Articles, and 3) Electronic
Resources / Selected Online Bibliographies. Altogether, the purpose is to
steer researchers toward material that will give them a succinct snapshot of
the groups included in this bibliography. The additional readings and
bibliographies, as well as the footnotes within each annotation, will further
serve the reader well in expanding his or her familiarity with the topic at
hand.
I.

AFRICAN AMERICAN

The historical tensions affecting race relations in the United States
have had a definitive effect in terms of the problem of domestic violence in
the African American community. Some authors, such as Allard, maintain
that the traditional model of a white woman as a victim has perpetuated
harmful stereotypes to both African Americans and victims of domestic
violence as a whole.' 9 Others, such as Martinson,2" point out the closed
circle of thinking that sometimes pervades the African American
experience in wanting to protect a black male that often receives the worst
of the criminal justice/legal experience. Professor Fenton 2' points out that
the cultural idea of "strong" black women is at odds with the traditional
model, and therefore, is a justification for not assisting a victim.
While the legal literature is forthcoming, the plight of African
Americans and domestic violence is one of the more active areas
researched in academia. Given the interest in African American studies,
many of the studies in other disciplines have focused on the societal
problems facing the African American community as a whole and the
underlying causes that have shaped such difficulties. While outside the
scope of this bibliography, some of the readings point to the larger issue of
race in America, which is invariably part of the domestic violence
discussion in the African American community. 2
19. Sharon Angella Allard, Rethinking Battered Woman Syndrome. A Black Feminist
Perspective, 1 UCLA WOMEN'S L.J. 191, 200 (1991).
20. Lisa M. Martinson, An Analysis of Racism and Resourcesfor African-American Female
Victims of Domestic Violence in Wisconsin, 16 WIS. WOMEN'S L.J. 259, 265-66 (2001).
2 1. Zanita E. Fenton, Domestic Violence in Black and White: Racialized Gender Stereotypes
in Gender Violence, 8 COLUM. J. GENDER & L. 1, 53-54 (1998).
22. As noted, the complexity of the African American experience is beyond the purpose of
this selective bibliography. While there exists an enormous amount of information in print on
black history in the United States, the advent of the Internet has meant that powerful historical
materials now have a much wider audience, further aiding in understanding the development of
the African American experience in the United States. E.g., The African Presence in the
Americas, 1492-1992, http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/Schomburg/index.html (last visited Apr.
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A. BOOKS / BOOK EXCERPTS / MANUALS

/ REPORTS

WILLA MAE HEMMONS, A CRITICAL LEGAL STUDY OF SOLUTIONS TO
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AMONG BLACK MALE-FEMALE COUPLES (2002).

Hemmons, a former attorney and current sociologist, attempts to show
the reader how interactions between black couples in the court system show
the institutional inequalities toward both when dealing with the topic of
domestic violence. She does this mainly through the recounting of case
studies of previous clients, where she details the case history and
occasionally comments on the situation. The conclusion of the book is that
racial institutionalism and other societal problems that confront black men
and women as individuals add burdens to an already stressful situation that
may affect domestic violence. Overall, the book may be of more use to
those interested in the in-depth review of case histories for the advantages
the approach offers in demonstrating the dynamics of a relationship rather
than for any detailed theories as to the origins of violence.
Christine E. Rasche, Minority Women and Domestic Violence: The Unique
Dilemmas of Battered Women of Color, in HELEN M. EIGENBERG, WOMAN
BATTERING IN THE UNITED STATES: TILL DEATH DO Us PART 86 (2001).
Rasche makes the critical observation that while both white women
and women of color experience battering, women of color face greater
barriers in escaping such violence. Too often they are limited in terms of
viable options that take into account their particular needs based on culture,
societal prejudices, and economic class. In addition, Rasche touches upon
the problem of underreporting by minority women due to the
aforementioned limitations, which makes this particular selection a good
introduction to the issue of domestic violence within the African American
community.
ANTONIA
A. VANN, ASHA FAMILY SERV., INC.,
CULTURALLY-RELEVANT RESPONSES TO DOMESTIC ABUSE

DEVELOPING

(2003).

Written by the organization's director, this manual primarily serves as
16,
2007);
In
Motion,
The
African-American
Migration
Experience,
http://www.inmotionaame.org/home.cfm (last visited Apr. 16, 2007); African-American Odyssey:
A Quest for Full Citizenship, http://memory.loc.gov/ammemi/aaohtm/aohome.html (last visited
Apr. 16, 2007) (an extensive network of links and information).
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an overview of the way in which domestic violence counseling services can
be adjusted to be sensitive to the cultural needs of the African American
community. While much of the manual addresses the practicalities of
setting up services, there are several pages dealing with the ways in which
African American women may feel distanced or ostracized from traditional
avenues of help for battered women. By reviewing these problems and
giving guidance on how to assist such victims with an understanding of the
cultural background, this source gives researchers a base from which to
extrapolate helpful hints on how to deal with African American women
who are victims of violence.
OLIVER J. WILLIAMS & CAROLYN

Y TUBBS,

COMMUNITY INSIGHTS ON

(University of
Minnesota 2002), availableat http://www.dvinstitute.org/current/research.
htm
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AMONG AFRICAN AMERICANS

This report analyzes group discussion sessions among individuals
concerned with violence in the African American community held in the
San Francisco and Alameda County areas of California. Of particular
interest to researchers are the findings of each group, all of whom reached
the conclusion that domestic violence was pervasive in the community.
Among the issues creating this perception was a lack of cohesive and
coordinated effort to combat violence, the deterioration of specific cultural
services within the community, the reluctance to discuss any type of
sexuality within the community as a whole, and the simultaneous denial
and acceptance of violence within the population. The participants also
acknowledged that violence easily escalates and is propagated through
generations, thus affecting future descendants. The report is strongly
recommended for the diversity of viewpoints it highlights, as well as for its
findings, which are worth reviewing for understanding the myriad of
historical, societal, and cultural barriers to assisting the African American
community.

B. ARTICLES
Sharon Angella Allard, Rethinking Battered Woman Syndrome: A Black
Feminist Perspective, I UCLA WOMEN'S L.J. 191 (1991).
Allard's article maintains that the theories of "battered woman
syndrome" are based upon the societal ideas of behavior expected of white
women. By failing to address the roles that race, historical experiences,
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and circumstances play in such a context, current theories can account only
for a partial explanation of the behavior of battered women. Allard
examines the historical treatment of black and white women, as well as
their media portrayal, demonstrating that the historical experience of black
women often excludes them from conduct generally described as battered
woman syndrome. By maintaining such a narrow definition of a battered
woman, the theories perpetuate stereotypes of subordination for both black
and white women. This selection is strongly recommended for researchers
interested in the feminist view of the African American and domestic
violence experience.
Linda L. Ammons, Mules, Madonnas, Babies, Bath Water, Racial Imagery
and Stereotypes: The African-American Woman and the Battered Woman
Syndrome, 1995 WIs. L. REV. 1003 (1995).
Ammons starts by discussing the creation of the battered woman
syndrome and illustrates how in many instances, the concept has no
connection to the image of an African American woman. She then tackles
the more weighty issue of African American women and the stereotypes
society has held of them over the years, making the assertion that the
majority of them have been destructive, harmful, and disrespectful in their
portrayal of black women. Ammons then questions whether an African
American woman attempting to utilize the battered woman defense in a
court of law would be able to do so effectively, given the pervasive
stereotypes at work in today's society. While acknowledging that battered
women themselves may have a variety of reasons for turning to violence in
certain situations, she concludes that with effective culturally-competent
representation, African American women will at least have the chance to be
heard without the burden of negative stereotypes. Hammering home the
point that African American women have negatives that white women do
not even perceive before stepping into a courtroom, Ammon's article is a
suitable read for researchers who may not have even consciously realized
or acknowledged all of the examined stereotypes, and who should be aware
of how both positive and negative clich6s can affect the concept of intimate
partner violence.
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Jo-Ellen Asbury, African-American Women in Violent Relationships: An
Exploration of Cultural Differences, in VIOLENCE IN THE BLACK FAMILY:
CORRELATES AND CONSEQUENCES 89 (1987).
Asbury begins by reviewing the mainstream literature on domestic
violence and moves to discussing the limited amount of material available
with an Afro-centric perspective. For example, Asbury points out that the
precarious situations of African American males in American society have
not yet been fully examined as they pertain to contributing to domestic
violence. She discusses the obstacles an African American woman may
perceive in obtaining assistance, as well as the internalized stereotypes that
may contribute to her hesitation.
Finally, Asbury addresses issues
surrounding the push for victims to leave their abusers, a difficult point for
an African American woman with a strong sense of loyalty to ideas of
family and responsibility for the African American community. Overall,
Asbury outlines some of the major difficulties in the current research and
creates more interesting questions for further research and exploration.
Carl C. Bell & Jacqueline Mattis, The Importance of Cultural Competence
in Ministering to African American Victims of Domestic Violence, 6
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN J. 515 (2000).
This article traces the different types of cultural identity and
stereotypes that may affect African American women who are attempting
to end a violent relationship. Skewed towards affecting a change in the
therapeutic approach of treating victims of domestic violence, the authors
review both positive and negative societal and cultural attitudes about
African Americans. Reviewing some of the major literature dealing with
African American identity in the sociological field, the article serves as a
companion piece to the law articles that focus on the topic. Of particular
interest is the recognition that what it means to be "African American"
differs with each individual, based on his or her own personal experience,
and that domestic violence programs should be wary of trying a uniform
approach to deal with all African American concerns.
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Kimberle Crenshaw, Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity
Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color, 43 STAN. L. REV. 1241
(1993).
Crenshaw's article on the intersection of race and gender as applied to
women of color is widely cited for its discussion of how the concept of
each of these ideas has created obstacles for those seeking assistance in
battering and/or rape situations. Crenshaw discusses how the social
constructs of race and gender, however subtle, are assimilated into the ways
in which the mainstream addresses domestic violence and rape, and how
they in fact may generate greater tension for women of color. Both race
and gender come into play when speaking of the resources and political
clout made available to those who are victims of rape and battering.
Services and accessibility become problems for women of color when they
have not taken into account, and cannot take into account, the problems
race and gender create above and beyond the problems of sexual violence.
While discussing several areas and concerns beyond domestic violence, it
is recommended for review when thinking of the larger implications of race
and gender, and how the presence or absence of such discussions can
define an entire community's experience.
Zanita E. Fenton, Domestic Violence in Black and White: Racialized
Gender Stereotypes in Gender Violence, 8 COLUM. J. GENDER & L. 1
(1998).
Fenton's article examines how strongly-held societal stereotypes feed
gender violence. She examines how such ideas are formed, how society
uses them as a tool to control particular groups based on race and/or
gender, and how they serve as justification for violence upon these groups.
She then discusses social power dynamics, explains the operation of
stereotypes, and finally determines how these stereotypes can be
deconstructed in order to achieve justice. Using powerful recent examples
in U.S. history, such as the O.J. Simpson trials and the Clarence Thomas
hearings, Fenton manages to demonstrate her assertion that race and gender
assumptions often revolve around ideas of sexuality that mainstream
society often refuses to acknowledge as factors in perpetuating stereotypes.
The recognition and argument that ideals of sexuality may play a part in the
tensions revolving around gender violence and the reaction of mainstream
society are not new, but Fenton's assertion still serves as compelling
reading for the researcher.
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Zanita E. Fenton, Silence Compounded: The Conjunction of Race and

Gender Violence, 11 AM. U. J. GENDER SOC. POL'Y & L. 271 (2003).
Fenton's brief article focuses on examining the societal factors that
converge to impact black females in a far more negative way than any other
group when it comes to domestic violence. For example, the stereotype of
an angry black young male as a victim at the mercy of a racial world
reverberates within the African American community and leads a battered
woman to excuse a male who inflicts violence upon a female. Therefore,
black women have to contend not only with general societal stereotypes,
but with reactionary stereotypes created within their own community as
well. Coupled with the previous article, Fenton's work explores the
problems confronting the African American woman who finds herself at a
distinct disadvantage within mainstream society before even addressing the
issue of intimate partner violence.
Idelle M. Fraser et al., Social Support Choices for Help with Abusive
Relationships: Perceptions of African American Women, 17 J. FAM.
VIOLENCE 363 (2002).

The authors of this particular study focused on the comfort level of
African American women in seeking assistance from formal and informal
support networks as victims of domestic violence. Like the majority of
sociological articles, the conclusions of a multitude of other studies
regarding African American women's perceptions on violence are included
before discussion of the main study. The review of these additional studies
highlighting the perceptions of alienation, racism, and cultural insensitivity
that African American women feel when confronting individuals and
organizations outside of their own networks is a useful primer for those
seeking an understanding of how studies in other fields have perceived the
African American experience.
Lisa M. Martinson, Comment, An Analysis of Racism and Resources for
African-American Female Victims of Domestic Violence in Wisconsin, 16
WIS. WOMEN'S L.J. 259 (2001).

Martinson's Comment serves to inform the reader of the effects of
racism on African American women and the concerns they have when
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dealing with the current domestic violence system. The author notes that
racist stereotypes of African American women have impacted the historical
exclusion of domestic violence in the dominant model, which is clearly
based on a straight white woman's perspective. In exploring the issues
facing African American women caught between the expectations of their
own culture and their own individual rights, Martinson portrays the
difficulties of many African American women who are victims of violence,
and she offers suggestions that can be made to assist them. This work is
recommended strongly for researchers seeking an overall view of the
tensions that members of the African American community may feel.
Miriam H. Ruttenberg, A Feminist Critique of Mandatory Arrest: An
Analysis of Race and Gender in Domestic Violence Policy, 2 AM. U. J.
GENDER SOC. POL'Y & L. 171 (1994).
Ruttenberg examines the historical relationship between black and
white women, as well as each group's interaction with domestic violence
and mandatory arrest laws. The author states that police response in such
situations favors the credibility of a white woman over a black one, and she
notes the higher probability that a black man will be subject to arrest and
prosecution. Maintaining that such laws, like other societal responses to
domestic violence, rise out of a white woman's perspective, the author calls
on feminists and legal authorities to realize that such a view adds to the
oppression of black women and furthers violence against them.
C.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES / SELECTED ONLINE BIBLIOGRAPHIES

Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community,
http://www.dvinstitute.org. 23
Jointly sponsored by the University of Minnesota and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, this website is the home of the
Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community
(IDVAAC) which is dedicated to exploring all arenas of domestic violence
as it applies to African Americans. The webstie's main strength is a mostly
unannotated bibliography that addresses various topics dealing with
domestic abuse in the African American community. For some time,
current updates seemed to be sporadic, however, as this article goes to
23.

Last visited Apr. 16, 2007.
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press, it appears that there has been significant effort to relaunch the site,
and therefore is recommended for researchers, as it is often crossreferenced in other material discussing domestic violence in the African
American community.
Doris Williams Campbell et al., Intimate Partner Violence in African
American Women, 7 ONLINE J. OF ISSUES IN NURSING (January 31, 2002),
http://www.nursingworld.org/OJIN/topic l7/tpc 17_4.htm.
This article reviews some of the general statistics regarding intimate
partner violence in the general population and in African American women
and explains how violence impacts each group. The authors make the point
that few socio-cultural theories explain violence, and none explain violence
among African American women. Generally, theories extensively rely on
psychological models, disregard the possible importance of cultural and/or
ethnic differences, and fail to adequately explain the reasons for intimate
partner violence. Calling for more robust studies that would examine a
multitude of variables, they encourage development of culturally-sensitive
assessments that would further examine the African American experience
and they encourage an interdisciplinary approach for community agencies
in tackling the problem. While not directly on point regarding legal
concerns, the article is still recommended for researchers as an example
highlighting how the problems in one field can ripple across the spectrum
into different fields.
II.

ASIAN AMERICAN

24

Asian American victims face a somewhat unique perspective in terms
of combating domestic violence. First, the term "Asian American" usually
subconsciously strikes a reader that all Asian American groups face the
same cultural, societal, and economic issues. The continuation of the myth
of the "model minority" has at times harmed the open discussion of the
differences in Asian cultures and the difficulties that domestic violence
victims face. 5
While it may be argued that certain characteristics may work to bind
24. This term includes individuals of Asian, Asian American, Pacific Island, and South
Asian origin.
25. See generally FRANK H. WU, YELLOW: RACE IN AMERICA BEYOND BLACK AND WHITE
(2002); Natsu Taylor Saito, Model Minority, Yellow Peril: Functions of "Foreignness" in the
Construction of Asian American Legal Identity, 4 ASIAN L.J. 71 (1997) (introducing the concept
of the "model minority" and the pervasive harm that can result from it).
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certain commonalities of the Asian American experience,26 the truth is that
the historical context of how each particular sub-group arrived in this
country, as well as the subsequent experience of each group, has led to
varying degrees of assimilation into American society.
Stereotypes among subgroups within the larger Asian community add
to the difficulty of establishing a uniform response to the problems these
groups face. For example, tensions between Asian Americans may arise
from differing religions, even if they are from the same country.27 What
follows are summaries of readings that address both the commonalities and
contradictions within the Asian American community, and the need for
identification in a manner that will assist victims of intimate partner
violence.
Recent attention on Asian issues in domestic violence has also
focused on Asian immigrants. For the purposes of this bibliography,
articles that deal with the immigrant experience and Asian women have
been included under that heading, although they are incorporated by
reference into this section.
What became apparent in gathering materials for both Asian
Americans and Latinas is that in terms of examining intimate partner
violence, the momentum to carry forth research and look for solutions
exists primarily at the grassroots level. Both Asian and Latina activist
groups have taken the initiative in examining such causes of violence
within their midst, battling a large amount of traditional cultural opposition.
It is hoped that in the near future, more legal scholars who are creating and
expanding the fields of Asian and Latin scholarship turn part of their
intellectual efforts towards such research.

26. While defining themselves as distinct Asian American group identities, it is arguable that
the majority of individuals in the Filipino, Chinese, and Japanese communities would not deny
that, among all three communities, there is a high regard for the family structure, the respect of
elders, and even the lower status of women in the traditional home. If more Asian groups were
folded into this general umbrella, such as the Vietnamese, the Korean, and South Asian Indian, it
is likely that the "generalities" accorded the overall group of "Asian American" might also hold.
See generally U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER POPULATION IN THE
at
REP.
20
(2003),
available
CURRENT
POPULATION
UNITED
STATES,
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/asian.html (providing information on the Asian population
in the United States).
27. For example, in the Philippines, Roman Catholicism holds sway over approximately
80.9% of the population, in sharp contrast with the next largest religious group, Muslims, who
have a 5% following. The World Factbook, Philippines, https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications
/factbook/geos/rp.html (last visited Apr. 16, 2007). The emphasis on the rights of the religious
majority has led to a series of ongoing clashes with militant groups that support the formation of a
separate Islamic state within the country. Council on Foreign Relations, Backgrounder,
http://www.cfr.org/publication/9235 (last visited Apr. 16, 2007).
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A. BOOKS / BOOK EXCERPTS / REPORTS
Lora Jo Foo, Asian American Women. Issues, Concerns, and Responsive
Human and Civil Rights Advocacy, in DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ASIAN
AMERICAN WOMEN 9-44 (Mehlika Hoodbhoy ed., 2002).
In a basic article detailing the issues facing Asian American women
and domestic violence, Foo lays out the essentials of the overall challenges
facing Asian Americans. These barriers include the lack of services
available, the laws that act to sometimes prevent assistance, and the cultural
norms that work against Asian Americans seeking help in domestic
violence situations. A good overview for the researcher, Foo's chapter is
simply structured, easy to read, and may spur one to locate more in-depth
reading on the topic.
MIMI KIM, ASIAN & PAC. ISLANDER INSTIT. ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN ASIAN
AND PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITIES: EMERGING THEMES, MODELS AND
INTERVENTIONS (2002).
This title brought together activists in the battered women's
movement, specifically those working with Asian Pacific Islanders who
were victims of intimate partner abuse. Taking a look at the goals of the
"mainstream" domestic violence movement, they contrasted it with the real
life experiences of Asian Pacific Islander women and examined how such
models failed to take into account the reality of the cultural, economic, and
social norms that work differently in the context of Asian Pacific Islander
interaction. By interviewing victims, the report fleshes out some of the
first person accounts of those who have worked on both sides of the frontline of domestic violence, finding that substantial gaps exist between
mainstream methods and ideology surrounding domestic violence and
Asian Pacific Islanders. The report includes discussion of possible ways in
which advocates can approach the problem, and new ways to think about
domestic violence in order to better assist Asian Pacific Islander victims.
The report will be of primary interest to those who want to examine the
types of situations that distinguish Asian Pacific Islanders from other
minority groups.
SUJATA

WARRIER, FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION

FUND,

(UN)HEARD

VOICES.- DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

(1998)
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available at http://www.endabuse.org/programs/immigrant/files/Unheard
Voices.pdf.
Warrier's report details the findings of a small focus group
investigating the prevalence and causes of domestic violence in Asian
American communities. Drawing upon a cross section of Asian American
and Pacific Islanders, an in depth questionnaire was given and discussions
were held to determine recommendations and ways of increasing assistance
to victims of intimate partner violence. Widely available, frequently cited,
and only thirty-two pages long, it is a solid introduction to the overall
problems Asian Americans face in terms of accessing assistance in
domestic violence situations, as well as documentation of this particular
group's problems in dealing with it.
B.

ARTICLES

Nimish R. Ganatra, Comment, The Cultural Dynamic in Domestic
Violence: Understanding the Additional Burdens Battered Immigrant
Women of Color Face in the United States, 2 J.L. SOC'Y 109 (2001).
Please consult the section on Immigrants for this annotation.28
Susan Girardo Roy, Note, Restoring Hope or Tolerating Abuse?
Responses to Domestic Violence Against Immigrant Women, 9 GEO.
IMMIGR. L.J. 263 (1995).
Please consult the section on Immigrants for this annotation.

9

Nilda Rimonte, A Question of Culture: Cultural Approval of Violence
Against Women in the Pacific-Asian Community and the CulturalDefense,
43 STAN. L.R. 1311 (1991).
As a well-established community activist, Rimonte writes on the
factors present in the culture of the Pacific Asian community and how it
condones domestic violence against women. While acknowledging that
many differences exist among the groups labeled "Pacific Asian," the
28.

See infra Part IV.B.

29. See infra Part IV.B.
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author stipulates that all these groups share some common ground in terms
of recognition of the threat of domestic violence in their community. The
abuse is either ignored or the perpetrators are considered mentally ill or
victims of the stresses of adjusting to a new culture that marginalizes them.
Women are seen as legitimate victims, and Rimonte gives examples of
aspects of culture that subjugate Pacific Asian women. The cursory
examination of the topic, while clearly discussing a sensitive subject, limits
Rimonte's discussion, and lumps several dozen "Asian" groups under one
broad heading. However, her observations are still valid interpretations of
the issues facing victims of intimate partner violence.
Leti Volpp, (Mis)Identifying Culture: Asian Women and the 'Cultural
Defense, 17 HARV. WOMEN'S L.J. 57 (1994).
Volpp examines the use of culture in the courtroom as a defense in
terms of explaining criminal behavior. She finds numerous problems with
using cultural traits of a particular group to help define and explain
distinctions between cultures as there exists a danger that it may rely upon
stereotypes that fail to take into account the particular circumstances of an
individual case. Volpp examines two cases involving domestic violence
and parent/child homicide and traces how the cultural defense used in each
situation failed to take into account all of the personal factors at play in
each situation. She cautions that the proper use of allowing cultural factors
into the courtroom must be done with careful consideration to insure that
decisions are not based on preconceived constructs of a particular group.
Given that much attention in the area of domestic violence in the Asian
American community has focused on cases of cultural defense, this article
works well to explain the basics of the theory.
Leti Volpp, On Culture, Difference, and Domestic Violence, 11 AM. U. J.
GENDER SOC. POL'Y & L. 393 (2003).

Volpp's short piece on the concept of culture within the realm of
domestic violence calls into question much of the debate regarding the use
of "culture" as an explanation for violence in communities of color. She
asserts that with Western subjects, psychology is often used to explain acts
of irrational violence, while with non-Western subjects, there is the
selective use of the term "culture." Volpp takes issue with the description
of Asian culture as a monolithic static entity when examined within the
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context of domestic violence. While there is a difficulty in describing the
specifics of culture, Volpp recognizes that cultural practices are infused
with material and political forces, as is the invocation of a particular
Both of these factors should be
individual's cultural experience.
considered when talking about culture as it relates to domestic violence in
communities of color, avoiding the broad strokes of a uniform approach.
As with the Fenton pieces provided in the African American section,
Volpp's two articles work together to inform the researcher of the reliance
of mainstream society to use "culture" as an excuse or explanation for
violence in communities that it has made very little concentrated effort to
understand.
Karin Wang, Note, Battered Asian American Women: Community
Responses from the Battered Women's Movement and the Asian
Community, 3 ASIAN L.J. 151 (1996).
Like other authors, Wang observes that domestic violence responses
in the U.S. are based on a white woman's perspective. Wang then proposes
that the majority of Asian American women share common perspectives
that can be extrapolated upon consideration. Most come from communities
almost entirely consisting of immigrants. While maintaining differences,
most Asian communities share similar cultural beliefs, and many Asian
communities suffer from harmful stereotypes of both Asian communities
and Asian women.3" Wang then gives examples of each trait in depth, and
concludes that the domestic violence movement needs to embrace a
framework that includes the realities of the communities in which the
violence occurs, entailing a broad concept of domestic violence that
realizes the multiple identities of its victims. Overall, this piece is a good
introduction for researchers seeking to define the Asian American
experience in the United States.
Alice G. Yick et al., Partner Violence, Depression, and Practice
Implications with Families of Chinese Descent, 10 J. CULTURAL
DIVERSITY 96 (2003).
This study focused on the results of a telephone survey of over 260

30. Karin Wang, Battered Asian Women: Community Responses for the Battered Women's
Movement and the Asian Community, 3 ASIAN L. J. 151, 161-62.
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individuals of Chinese descent who were questioned about the prevalence
of violence in their particular households. Beginning with a review of the
limited amount of literature on the topic, the authors give a brief synopsis
of the different ideas of how Western and Chinese cultures differ on the
idea of mental health. While Western treatment techniques focus on a
separation of body and mind, the Chinese see the two working together,
with the body often manifesting mental difficulties. This initial separation
is intriguing when coupled with the findings of their study that while the
participants acknowledged very little physical violence, eighty percent felt
The authors'
the effects of verbal and/or psychological violence.
discussion of the implications for practice points out that in such instances,
only active intervention with the perpetrators may prevent violence. This is
an interesting read for those who may need to consider that psychological
and verbal abuse at times may be harder to reconcile with traditional
models of what constitutes "domestic violence"-but they are harmful all
the same.
C.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES / SELECTED ONLINE BIBLIOGRAPHIES

Islander Institute on
& Pacific
Asian
http://www.apiahf org/apidvinstitute/default.htm. 3

Domestic

Violence,

This is an enormous website dedicated to exploring gender violence
issues in this particular community, with substantial information explaining
gender violence in a variety of forms, including intimate partner violence.
The site includes materials such as publications, statistics, help sheets, and
areas specific to particular Asian groups, with some materials available in
Asian languages for download and distribution. One can find unannotated
bibliographies of additional readings on domestic violence in Asian groups,
and smaller bibliographies aimed at specific ethnicities. The website also
breaks down "critical issues" and lists available resources and links to
further information. Heavily cross-referenced in other websites and
literature, this well-maintained site helps any researcher wanting to delve
into further reading and research on the particulars of Asian and Pacific
Islander gender violence.
Sakhi for South Asian Women, http://www.sakhi.com.

31.
32.

Last visited Apr. 16, 2007.
Last visited Apr. 16, 2007.
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As an example of one of the many websites dedicated to informing
women in minority communities, SAKHI stands out as a website devoted
to assisting women of South Asian descent in the New York City
metropolitan area. According to the website, this includes any women
"tracing their origins to India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and
includes immigrants from the larger South Asian diaspora, such as Guyana,
Trinidad, Africa, England, etc."33 The site is easily navigated and gives
information to women who are considering seeking assistance. It also
outlines the sorts of services SAKHI will give to victims of violence who
are located in New York City. Given the limited materials dealing with
individual Asian American groups, the existence of this website and its
tone of reaching out to a group of women of a specific group reflect the
growing intolerance across all ethnicities for continuing violence against
women. It is recommended to students for review of the types of wellwritten, supportive, and non-confrontational information that can be
presented to domestic violence victims.
III. DISABLED
Of all the groups covered in this bibliography, the literature
addressing the disabled is the most sparse.34 In theory, this partially could
be due to the fact that, like the forty-year-old civil rights movements based
on race, the societal shift in recognizing the disabled as a concrete group
with a distinctive voice has recently begun to be heard.35 As with Asian
Americans and Latinas, disabled people face the problem of not having a
"one size fits all" approach that mainstream society easily understands.
Even the distinction between physical and mental disability poses problems
when dealing with issues of intimate partner violence for both the victim
and the accused.
A particular problem unique to the disabled may arise when dealing
with victims of domestic violence who have cognitive disabilities that are
not readily apparent to other individuals.36 Someone hoping to assist a
33. Sakhi for South Asian Women, http://www.sakhi.com/about/whosakhiserves.php (last
visited Apr. 16, 2007).
34. While the legal literature may be limited, the examination of the difficulties the disabled
face in today's society, like many of the other groups in this bibliography, is being thoroughly
examined in other social science disciplines. See Sobsey, infra Part III.B.
35. See, e.g., BARBARA FAYE WAXMAN FIDUCCIA & LESLIE R. WOLFE, CENTER FOR
WOMEN POLICY STUDIES, VIOLENCE AGAINST DISABLED WOMEN (1999), available at

http://www.centerwomenpolicy.org.
36. See WISCONSIN COALITION FOR ADVOCACY ET AL., CROSS TRAINING WORKBOOK:
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disabled person may not recognize that failure to answer questions or
participate may be due to having a mental or physical disability that
presents a challenge to communication; or, perhaps, coupled with the fear
and stress added in a domestic violence situation, the disabled victim that
seeks assistance may not be able to find a shelter equipped to deal with her
particular needs. This problem is most acute for disabled women whom
caregivers abuse, and the limited literature reflects the difficulties in such
situations.
Official government funding has sponsored a majority of the
materials dealing with the disabled that appear within the relevant
literature.37 Unlike other groups where most individuals are given
continual societal reinforcements as to how to interact with people of
different racial, religious, or cultural backgrounds, many researchers will
not have had extensive exposure to someone with a mental or physical
disability, or will not have had the personal experience to guide their
reactions.
A. BOOKS / MANUALS / REPORTS
CATHY

HOOG,

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGENCY SELF ASSESSMENT GUIDE

(2004) available at http://wscadv.org/Resources/index.htm.
CATHY HOOG, ENOUGH AND YET NOT ENOUGH

(2003) available at

http://wscadv.org/Resources/index.htm.
CATHY HOOG, MODEL PROTOCOL ON SAFETY PLANNING FOR DOMESTIC

(2002)
available at
VICTIMS
WITH
DISABILITIES
VIOLENCE
http://www.wscadv.org/Resources/protocol-disability-safety-planning.pdf.
CATHY

HOOG,

MODEL

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

PROTOCOL

ON

SCREENING

VICTIMS WITH DISABILITIES

PRACTICES

FOR

(2003) available at

http://www.wscadv.org/Resources/protocol-disability-screening.pdf.
CATHY HOOG, NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US

(2006) available at

http://wscadv.org/Resources/index.htm.
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES 28 (2004).

37. See, e.g., id. (stating in the beginning pages that the Violence Against Women Office of
the Office of Justice Programs in the U.S. Department of Justice provided a grant to support the
project).
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Washington State has created a strong group of publications available
online, aimed at increasing the efficiency and sensitivity of state agencies
interacting with the disabled. Taken together, the items give practical
advice on how to interact with the disabled in a proactive manner that is
sensitive to an individual's particular needs.
The Domestic Violence Agency Self Assessment Guide acts as a
primer for those organizations wanting to assess its level of accessibility to
members of the disabled population. The checklist format manages to make
employees aware of the things they can do to make a disabled individual
feel more at ease, and to help employees spot potential problems, thereby
making the entire process more efficient
Enough and Yet Not Enough is aimed at state employees who work
with domestic violence victims, and offers in another format ways domestic
violence shelters and workers can increase their knowledge to make their
services accessible to the disabled. Especially helpful in this particular
publication are the descriptions of the various types of mental, physical,
and "hidden" disabilities and a review of disabilities as defined under the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
Model Protocols on Safety Planning and Screening Practices give
practical advice to advocates on how to best communicate and interact with
victims who have various disabilities. They give steps that can be taken to
ease accessibility of the disabled to an advocate's services, and both
protocols give guidance as to how to formulate policies and procedures that
can assist in creating a supportive atmosphere for disabled victims.
Nothing About Us Without Us is a Report of the Disability Advocacy
Project of the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence. It
discusses the results of a pilot project aimed at increasing the ties between
domestic violence and disability advocates in order to assist survivors of
domestic violence. It serves as a strong resource for those wishing to
understand how disabled women feel regarding their abuse and ways in
which advocates can address victim concerns. Especially relevant are the
sections which discuss the findings of a survey of disabled women and
another on victim perceptions shared in a discussion series.
SHARON

MILBERGER ET AL.,

MICHIGAN

STUDY

ON WOMEN WITH

(2002)
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffilesl/nij/grants/193769.pdf.
PHYSICAL

DISABILITIES,

FINAL

REPORT

available

at
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Working from previous studies which stated that disabled women
suffered higher incidences of domestic violence, Michigan sought to
document the status of such women. They found that while one state
survey previously reported thirty eight percent of women suffered domestic
violence, the survey undertaken for this report found that fifty-six percent
of the physically disabled women experienced domestic abuse. While
shelters and other resources were generally available to the physically
disabled, there were some definitive limitations on individuals that could be
assisted in terms of those who experienced limited physical mobility.
Suggestions included expanding the awareness of support programs,
creating programs geared toward the physically disabled, and more
effective training of program support staff in shelters in order to better
assist disabled battered women. This is a solid review of the types of issues
that face disabled women and is recommended for the researcher.
DICK SOBSEY ET AL., DISABILITY,
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (1991).

SEXUALITY,

AND

ABUSE:

AN

Sobsey's lengthy work brings together over one thousand annotated
bibliographic entries from various disciplines on topics related to disability,
sexuality, and abuse. Broadly defining sexual abuse among the disabled,
the annotations cover both domestic and international citations. While
helpful in terms of gathering a wide range of material on the disabled, the
sections dealing specifically with legal ramifications and/or domestic
violence are limited.
Geared more toward professionals in other
disciplines, this book might be most helpful for those students looking for
the ways in which other researchers have examined the problems of sexual
abuse among the disabled.
DICK

SOBSEY

ET AL.,

VIOLENCE

AND DISABILITY:

BIBLIOGRAPHY (DICK SOBSEY ET AL. EDS.,

AN ANNOTATED

1995).

An updated edition from this work supplements and expands the
previous work listed. In this particular volume, the recognition of intimate
partner violence is acknowledged with the slightly increased number of
annotated entries relating to the topic. Once again, covering both domestic
and international resources, the title is recommended to gain an
understanding of the types of research being done in the more general field
of violence involving disabled individuals.
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BARBARA FAYE WAXMAN FIDUCCIA & LESLIE R. WOLFE, CTR. FOR
WOMEN POLICY STUDIES, VIOLENCE AGAINST DISABLED WOMEN (1999)

available at http://www.centerwomenpolicy.org.
Waxman and Fiduccia discuss the various problems facing disabled
women in today's society, finding that for such women, violence in their
lives is their top fear. The authors also review findings and list
circumstances demonstrating how even those who are supposed to assist
with day-to-day tasks abuse disabled women. While the Violence Against
Women Act of 2000 ("VAWA")3 8 included specific reference to the
disabled in order to protect their rights, the implementation of such
affirmative protection is still slow to progress. As a brief report, it is often
cited in other literature as one of the primary studies discussing violence
against disabled women.
WISCONSIN COALITION FOR ADVOCACY ET AL., CROSS TRAINING
WORKBOOK: VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES (2004).

The Violence Against Women With Disabilities Project developed
this workbook, which serves as a strong introduction to the basic topic of
violence against the disabled. Designed to be an interactive exercise, the
material covers introductory issues, such as defining disabled and domestic
violence, and uncovering the reader's own prejudices regarding disabled
individuals. Additional topics examine the reader's comfort zone with the
disabled, and determine whether support from an organization is
"conditional." Examples are based on a mission statement of further inCoupled with strong appendices
depth questions asked of readers.
outlining basic terminology and well-written to engage the reader, this text
is highly recommended as a general introduction to those who may wish to
examine their own attitudes toward the disabled and who must deal with
intimate partner violence.

A. ARTICLES

Leigh Ann Davis, More Common than We Think: Recognizing and
Responding to Signs of Violence, in 13:3 IMPACT 8 (Wendie H. Abramson
et al., eds., University of Minnesota 2000).
38. Pub. L. 103-386, 114 Stat. 1491 (2000); see notes 47-50 and accompanying text.
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This is a short article where Davis gives straightforward information
summarizing statistics on the violence that disabled women suffer. She
states that individuals such as family members, advocates, and caregivers
need to train themselves to recognize the signs of victimization and to be
aggressive in determining whether a woman is being abused. Davis
advises an extremely proactive approach toward assisting the disabled and
tells how the power of recognizing the signs of intimate partner violence
can better serve the disabled population.
Ellie J. Emanuel, Breaking the Power of Discriminationin 13:3 IMPACT 6

(Wendie H. Abramson et al., eds., University of Minnesota 2000).
Emanuel's article is an overview of the problems facing the disabled
in terms of sexism and ableism in mainstream society. Given these two
bases of discrimination, the author points out the difficulty of such women
assimilating into a society that does not recognize them as members of
society, and points out the propensity of such women to be victims of
higher levels of violence due to marginalization. Emanuel calls on the
advocate community to recognize the special circumstances of the disabled,
and challenges it to reach out to those working on behalf of the disabled to
create services that can utilize the experience of both groups to assist
women.
INSTITUTE ON COMMUNITY INTEGRATION ET AL., 13:3 IMPACT: FEATURE
ISSUE ON VIOLENCE AND WOMEN WITH DEVELOPMENTAL OR OTHER
DISABILITIES I (Wendie H. Abramson et al., eds., University of Minnesota

2000) availableat http://ici.unm.edu/products/impact/133/default.html.
This special issue highlights the problems of the disabled in
confronting violence, and several of the articles listed below speak to the
particulars of violence that would be of interest to a researcher.
Karen Nutter, Note, Domestic Violence in the Lives of Women with
Disabilities:No (Accessible) Shelter from the Storm, 13 S. CAL. REV. L. &
WOMEN'S STUD.

329 (2004).

Nutter's note serves as a strong introduction to the problems of
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women with disabilities who are victims of intimate partner violence.
After reviewing the basic problems able-bodied victims face, she elaborates
on the issues that confront those who are physically or developmentally
disabled. She also examines the shortcomings of shelters that are illequipped to deal with the disabled, examining four shelters in the Los
Angeles area and their approach to dealing with victims.
While
maintaining that each shelter had the sincere intent to help individuals with
disabilities, each lacked the proper funding and/or staffing to assist disabled
victims. Nutter concludes with the notion that funding and lack of
awareness will continue to make the difficult decision of battered and
disabled women of whether to seek help even more difficult. The author
amply illustrates how limitations on both knowledge and resources restrain
the good intentions of advocates, and illustrates how to improve access for
the disabled.
Dick Sobsey, Faces of Violence Against Women with Developmental
Disabilities, in 13:3 IMPACT 2 (Wendie H. Abramson et al., eds.,
University of Minnesota 2000).
This brief article introduces itself with the sobering statistic that
ninety-two percent of disabled women rank violence against them as a top
concern. The author then briefly reviews the problems of sexual violence,
physical violence and homicide, intimate partner violence, caregiver
violence, and finally, peer violence against disabled women. Outlining the
variety of violence that occurs, Sobsey indicates that additional resources
are needed to investigate the causes of violence against the disabled. This
is an excellent, but brief, introduction to the issues facing the disabled who
are victims of violence.
Joye Whatley, Women with Disabilities: Policy Implications of what We
Don't Know, in 13:3 IMPACT 4 (Wendie H. Abramson et al., eds.,
University of Minnesota 2000).
Whatley examines the failure of traditional statistical models to fully
account for "invisible" victims, such as the disabled, when collecting data
on victims of crime. Even with the passage of the Crime Victims with
Disabilities Awareness Act in 1998," 9 which mandated statistical collection
39.

Crime Victims with Disabilities Awareness Act, Pub. L. No. 105-301, 112 Stat. 2838
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that would adequately reflect disabled victims, the result is that the
information that would present an accurate picture is still in its formative
stage. With the passage of the Violence Against Women Act in 2000,40
sections dealing specifically with disabilities were added to the article in
order to aid such research. Whatley's piece makes it clear that further
research is needed to address the topic, and that legislative assistance, while
often well-intentioned, is often slow to produce meaningful results.
B.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES / SELECTED ONLINE BIBLIOGRAPHIES

The Center on Human Policy, Law & Disability Studies, Syracuse
University, available at http://disabilitystudies.syr.edu/default.aspx. 4
Based at the Center on Human Policy, Law and Disability Studies out
of Syracuse University, the Center brings together various faculties from
within Syracuse University to examine the lives of the disabled within
society at large. With the coordination of research and individuals from the
legal, educational, and social work fields, the interdisciplinary approach
improves opportunities for the disabled and moves toward educating those
who seek more information on issues affecting the disabled.
The Center has collected lists of publications and research studies as
well as an unannotated bibliography. While not focused on intimate
partner violence, the existence of the Center and the links to general
information on a variety of interests related to the disabled make it a
worthwhile site, especially for those researchers who are interested in the
intersection of other social science disciplines and the disabled.
Cheryl Guidry Tyiska, Working with Victims of Crimes with Disabilities
(Jan. 23, 1998), http://www.trynova.org/victiminfo/ovc-disabilities.
The Justice Department's Office for Victims of Crime and the
National Organization for Victim Assistance sponsored this bulletin as a
result of a symposium created to address the issues of abuse in the disabled
community. Offering an overview of the problem with easily navigable
links to various recommendations, researchers should find suggestions for
disability rights specialists and the notice of disability "vocabulary"

(1998).
40.
41.

Violence Against Women Act, 42 U.S.C. § 13981 (2006).
Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.
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helpful. A short linked bibliography is also available for those seeking
further reading.
IV. IMMIGRANT WOMEN
The issue of immigrant women and intimate partner violence has
come under close scrutiny in the past ten years with the passage and
reauthorization of the VAWA in its various incarnations. 42 As with other
public services, the extension of public benefits, including assistance given
under domestic violence statutes, has at times been called into question due
to the ambiguity of the legal status of the victims. Recent scholarship on
the topic of immigrant women relies heavily upon the reasoning found in
VAWA to combat intimate partner violence. However, the problem with
addressing the issue lies in part with the complexity of this particular class,
as the term "immigrant," by definition, encompasses a variety of ethnic,
social, and cultural groups.
The sources reflected here do not skew towards one particular ethnic
group. Instead, they are grouped to give a rounded view of the sorts of
issues facing those individuals who have little substantive experience with
either American culture or the legal system. In addition, the inclusion of
several resources focusing on how VAWA provisions can be utilized to
assist immigrants helps inform the researcher of the complex maze of legal
entanglements that are unique to holding immigrant status within this
country. The recent and often heated examination of immigration and
immigrant rights within the United States highlights the need for rational
debate on the presence of both legal and illegal immigrants in the United
States, and also demonstrates the urgency to find ways to assist those who
may find themselves victims of intimate partner violence.
A. BOOKS / BOOK EXCERPTS / MANUALS / REPORTS
MOLLY BEUTZ ET AL., THE GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AGAINST REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT WOMEN IN THE
MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL METROPOLITAN AREA: A HUMAN RIGHTS

REPORT (Minnesota Advocacy for Human Rights ed., 2004).
42. The initial passage of the Violence Against Women Act was part of the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, Pub. L. No. 103-322 § 40001, 108 Stat. 1796 (1994),
then reauthorized as part of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, Pub.
L. No. 106-386, § 1001, 114 Stat. 1464, and then finally reauthorized once again as the Violence
Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109-162,
119 Stat. 2960 (2005). With each successive authorization, the protections afforded to women
have expanded to cover a wider variety of abusive situations.
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While focusing on the plight of women in the Twin Cities area, this report
actually reviews several different areas of resources to present a collective
response to the problems of immigrant women who seek assistance for
domestic violence. Portions of the document discuss in depth the
obligations of the United States in terms of human rights, and probe the
difficulties immigrant women have in seeking assistance. The failure of
various governmental bodies to adequately assist immigrants is
documented, including the judicial system, law enforcement, and
immigration authorities. The chapters on federal immigration law, federal
and state assistance and domestic violence centers may be useful to
researchers wishing to familiarize themselves with the basic framework of
federal laws surrounding domestic violence. Reporting on how the
intersection of state and federal authorities still fails to adequately meet the
needs of victims, the findings can be surmised to affect not only the
Minneapolis/St. Paul area, but other large metropolitan areas as well.
CATHOLIC LEGAL IMMIGRATION NETWORK, INC. & IMMIGRANT LEGAL
RESOURCE CENTER, THE VAWA MANUAL: IMMIGRATION RELIEF FOR

(2002),
ABUSED IMMIGRANTS
publications-immigration.html.

available at http://www.ncdsv.org/

This manual, an invaluable resource for those working with
immigrant populations, takes the reader step-by-step through the process of
assisting an abused woman through the maze of the VAWA requirements.
Chapters include such topics as initial contact with clients, the selfpetitioning process, available waivers under VAWA, U and T
nonimmigrant visas, and conditional permanent residence for abused
immigrants. Two chapters cover gender-based asylum as well as how to
obtain public benefits for immigrants. Over 300 pages long, the document
appears on the website of the National Center on Domestic and Sexual
Violence. The manual serves as an excellent resource for researchers
attempting to understand the additional complexities facing an immigrant
woman who is a victim of intimate partner violence. As of the writing of
this bibliography, a new revised edition for 2006 was available for
purchase directly from the Immigrant Legal Resource Center, at
http://www.ilrc.org.
Shamita Das Dasgupta, Women's Realities: Defining Violence Against

ST. THOMAS LAWREVIEW

[Vol. 19

Women by Immigration, Race, and Class, in ISSUES IN INTIMATE

VIOLENCE 209 (Raquel Kennedy Bergen ed., 1998).
Dasgupta starts her discussion by finding that the definition of
"immigrant" has become a constructed image in this country, rather than a
legal one. This constructed image of immigrant women and the stereotypes
associated with it have led to a misconception of the barriers that face
immigrant women in abusive relationships, and limit the types of effective
assistance immigrant women need to leave such situations. The author
gives examples of personal, institutional, cultural, and ideological reasons
as to why immigrant victims do not leave their abusers. Dasgupta ends
with the suggestion that the complexities of the matters of immigrant
women and domestic violence need extensive research in order to fully
provide and understand how to prevent further violence.
LORIA-ANN LIMA ET AL., TEXAS COUNCIL ON FAMILY VIOLENCE,
PASSPORT TO INDEPENDENCE:

ASSISTING IMMIGRANT SURVIVORS OF

ABUSE (2003).

This text serves as a useful primer for those wishing to gain
familiarity with the practical issues facing immigrants who have become
victims of violence. A short section at the beginning of the manual outlines
the various avenues immigrants can utilize to gain assistance. An extensive
appendix gathers materials in both English and Spanish with materials that
explain immigrant rights under VAWA, government benefits, and the way
to apply for various forms of aid. Several memos and informational notices
from the federal government are included, as are copies of checklists of
various organizations that assist immigrants in filing for the appropriate
visas.
LUPITA PATTERSON, WASHINGTON STATE COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE,
MODEL PROTOCOL: ON SERVICES FOR LIMITED ENGLISH
PROFICIENT IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

(2002), available at
_victims.pdf.

http://www.wscadv.org/Resources/protocolLEP

Lupita Patterson has written a brief paper outlining the
recommendations for dealing with women with limited English proficiency
who seek assistance from various Washington State agencies due to
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domestic violence. Covering different types of service agencies, the
guidelines give practical ways in which agencies can improve or tailor their
interactions with women of limited English proficiency in order to offer the
most effective assistance. While much of it seems to be common sense (for
example, insuring that adequate interpreters are available), the information
is still valuable for those wanting to insure a baseline of adequate
assistance for victims.

B. ARTICLES
Nimish R. Ganatra, Comment, The Cultural Dynamic in Domestic
Violence: Understanding the Additional Burdens Battered Immigrant
Women of Color Face in the United States, 2 J.L. SOC'Y 109 (2001).
Ganatra's comment reviews what she believes are the commonalities
of experience among immigrant Asian American women, including
language barriers, similar cultural patterns, a distrust of law enforcement,
and the lack of domestic violence laws in their home countries. She
recognizes that the emphasis of the domestic violence movement in the
United States through the white woman's perspective cannot adequately
take into account the experiences or difficulties an Asian immigrant who
before obtaining relief, must often navigate difficult legislative procedures.
As part of her recommendations, Ganatra maintains that culturally sensitive
shelters, services, and immigration law reforms will go a long way toward
improving the plight of immigrant women who are victims of violence.
Susan Girardo Roy, Note, Restoring Hope or Tolerating Abuse?
Responses to Domestic Violence Against Immigrant Women, 9 GEO.
IMMIGR. L.J. 263 (1995).
Roy's article begins with an overview of domestic violence in
America and the contributing legal, social, and cultural factors that lead
battered women to stay with their spouses. However, immigrant women
face additional hurdles beyond the ones stemming from communicational,
educational, and economic concerns. Roy touches upon how substance
abuse, stress, mental illness, fear of deportation, cultural norms, and other
conditions the husbands of immigrant women suffer may lead to a greater
number of immigrant women being abused.
Roy suggests that a multi-faceted approach be taken in dealing with
domestic violence and immigrant women, including such options as
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considering cultural defense at the proper time and appropriate junction
within the legal system. In addition, expanding social services programs
that recognize the immigrant experience could work for populations
handling the realities of adjusting to American culture and its views on
domestic violence. Roy's most ambitious suggestion is that the federal
government should take the lead not only in funding, but also by creating
such programs that address the issue, implying that only the lead of the
federal government will force a change at the state level.
Zelda B Harris, The Predicament of the Immigrant Victim/Defendant:
'VAWA Diversion' and Other Considerations in Support of Battered
Women, 14 HASTINGS WOMEN'S L.J. 1 (2003).
Harris uses her article to illustrate the problems an immigrant victim
defendant faces when trying to confront a problem of domestic violence
under current immigration law and VAWA.43 The author illustrates the
various possibilities a victim of violence faces and the uncertainty of her
eventual fate as she moves through the judicial system, even when the law
appears to be on her side. Harris suggests local prosecutors, who may
consider the circumstances of immigrant women, put into place a
discretionary model, and perhaps federal law may then be impacted as a
direct result of state level prosecutorial actions. The author argues for an
individualized case assessment by prosecutorial staff specially trained in
identifying domestic violence victims, as well as VAWA diversion and
other case disposition alternatives for battered women. She concludes that
prosecutors must establish ongoing training for their offices in order to best
serve victims of domestic violence and provides a strong demonstration of
how well-intentioned processes may often re-victimize an individual in
failing to adequately balance the tensions between federal and state law.
Deborah A. Morgan, Comment, Access Denied: Barriers to Remedies
Under the Violence Against Women Act for Limited English Proficient
BatteredImmigrant Women, 54 AM. U. L.R. 485 (2004).
Morgan's main focus is to argue that the United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services Agency (USCIS) fails to deliver the protections
VAWA, guarantees to immigrant women by not offering services that take
43.

Pub. L. 103-386, 114 Stat. 1491 (2000); see notes 47-50 and accompanying text.
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into account the barriers Limited English Proficient ("LEP") women face,
thereby depriving these women of due process under law. She then
illustrates how this lack of services can lead LEP women who attempt to
seek the assistance outlined under VAWA to be thwarted at almost every
turn from the unavailability of sufficient programs. Morgan contends that
by neglecting the particular circumstances of LEP women, the USCIS is
guilty of discrimination against immigrant women. While she is essentially
arguing policy, the author does a good job of illustrating the problems an
immigrant woman may encounter when trying to navigate a system hastily
revamped after September 11, 2001.
Leslye E. Orloff & Janice V. Kaguyutan, Offering a Helping Hand: Legal
Protection for Battered Immigrant Women: A History of Legislative
Responses, 10 AM. U. J. GENDER SOC. POL'Y & L. 95 (2002).
This is a solid introduction to the history of immigration laws in the
United States and how they have historically failed to protect immigrant
women from domestic violence. The authors, affiliated at the time of
writing with the NOW Legal Defense Fund, each provided technical
assistance to Congress with the various legislative pieces discussed in the
article. Starting with a historical perspective of how immigration laws
arose in the United States, the authors carefully review the Immigration and
Nationality Act Amendments of 1986, 44 the attempt to reform them in
1990, and the 19944' and 200046 versions of the Violence Against Women
Act. In reviewing the VAWA Acts, the authors highlight the strengths and
weaknesses of the 1994 version and how the 2000 version tried to address
the shortcomings of the previous version. This work is strongly
recommended for those researchers who will be working with immigrants
and/or wish to understand the historical background and complexities of
how VAWA works within the scope of current immigration laws.
C. ELECTRONIC SOURCES
Immigrant Legal Resource Center, http://www.irlc.org.4 7
44. Immigration and Nationality Act Amendments of 1986, Pub. L. No. 99-369, 100 Stat.
3537 (1986).
45. Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, Pub. L. 103-222, 114 Stat.
1796 (1994).
46. Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, Pub. L. 103-386, 114 Stat.
1491 (2000).
47. Last visited Apr. 16, 2007.
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Established in 1979, the Immigrant Legal Resource Center has a
history of assisting immigrant populations with immigration law, policy,
and other issues that are of concern to immigrants. In 2002, the Catholic
Legal Immigration Network and the ILRC co-authored the VA WA Manual:
Immigration Relieffor Abused Immigrants.48 While a new 2006 edition is
available for purchase, ILRC has made available on its website several
chapters updated in 2004, in Adobe Acrobat (.pdf) format, at
http://www.ilrc.org/ onlineresource.html.49 The chapters are entitled:
Document Gathering for Self-Petitioning Under the Violence Against
Women Act, Initial Discussion with Clients, Requirements for SelfPetition, and the Self-Petitioning Process. The website is strongly
recommended as a starting point for researchers interested in domestic
violence as it applies to immigrant women.
V. LATINA 5 °
As with Asian Americans, the problem in defining the individuals that
make up the "Latina" group poses difficulty when doing research. A single
label that purports to unify distinct groups of individuals may disservice a
group that possesses a distinct cultural identity. The blurring of identity
may then create a stereotype that can in no way be representative of the
cultural richness behind it. In addition, this division may also lead to
avenues of research that spread limited resources among too many
subgroups. Research may focus only on "Puerto Rican," "Mexican," or
"Cuban" groups, when what is needed is in-depth research on each of the
groups in order to accurately portray a "group" experience.
Like the Asian American experience, much of the push to advocate
48. CATH. LEGAL IMMIGR. NETWORK, INC. & IMMIGR LEGAL RESOURCE CTR. The VA WA
Manual: Immigration Relief for Abused Immigrants (2002) available at http://www.ncdsv.org/
publications imnmigration.html.
49. Immigrant Legal Resource Center, Online Resources, http://www.ilrc.org/online
resource.php (last visited Apr. 16, 2007).
50. This term includes individuals of Hispanic and Latina origin. However, what constitutes
an individual of "Hispanic" or "Latina" origin, to some extent, is debatable. See Suzanne Oboler,
et. al. Latino Identities and Ethnicities, 2 THE OXFORD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF LATINOS & LATINAS
IN THE UNITED STATES 510 (2005). The United States government confuses the issue a bit
further with its ideology that for purposes of the United States Census, which separates the
concepts of "Hispanic" with those of "race," Hispanics "were those who indicated that their
origin was Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or some other Hispanic
http://www.census.gov/population/www/soc
origin."
See
U.S.
Census
Bureau,
demo/Hispanic/hispdef.html (last visited Apr. 16, 2007). For the purposes of this article, the term
"Latina," which more often refers to women of Hispanic/Latina origin in the United States, is
used in this heading.

2007]

MINORITY GROUPS & INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE

for the cause of Latinas in terms of domestic violence comes from a
movement within the community where organizations such as La
Alianza, 5" have taken the initiative in combating domestic violence. Much
of the research in terms of domestic violence and Latinas has focused on
the immigrant experience, as with the articles under "Asian Americans,"
those that deal with a Latina group and immigrants are listed under the
"Immigrants" heading and referenced herein.
A. BOOK EXCERPTS / REPORTS
Michelle Fine et al., Puerto Rican Battered Women Redefining Gender,

Sexuality, Culture, Violence and Resistance, in DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AT
THE MARGINS: READINGS ON RACE, CLASS, GENDER & CULTURE 272,
284-90 (Natalie J. Sokoloffed., 2005).
The authors have written a strong piece discussing the situations of
Puerto Rican women and their experiences with intimate partner violence.
Using stories to illustrate the seemingly contradictory themes of optimism
and disappointment, the authors also discuss cultural and societal
constraint. Nevertheless, the women remain optimistic overall about their
ability to move forward into a better life, a common theme that appears to
stretch between generations. Even with all the harrowing experiences, the
graceful dignity in which victims face encountered oppression is typical of
what the authors call the "quiet resistance."
Satya P. Krishnan et al., UNDERSTANDING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN MULTI
ETHNIC RURAL COMMUNITIES: A FOCUS ON COLLABORATIONS AMONG
THE COURTS, THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, AND THE SHELTERS

(2000), available at http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffilesl/nij/grants/191863.pdf.
Focusing on the results of a year-long study of abused women in New
Mexico, the authors tracked the experiences
of Anglo and
Mexican/Mexican-American women and their interactions with shelters
and the legal system. Since this work is heavy on statistical information,
researchers may find interesting the narrative portions of the text that
discuss the findings in more detail. Among the conclusions reached was
that, while Mexican/Mexican American women faced difficulty in
separating themselves from their abusers, assistance that allowed them to
51. See National Latino Alliance, http://www.dvalianza.org (last visited Apr. 16, 2007).
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discuss and speak about the abuse was a form of empowerment. The
difficulties that non-Native speakers and women experienced with limited
options for supporting themselves and their children were also noted as
obstacles to leaving an abusive partner.
ADELITA M. MEDINA & JANICE CRUZ, NATIONAL LATINO ALLIANCE FOR
THE ELIMINATION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, CREATING AWARENESS AND
RAISING CONSCIOUSNESS ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN LATINO

COMMUNITIES (2004),
/r.symposium.pdf.

available

at

http://www.dvalianza.org/pdfs

ADELITA M. MEDINA & JANICE CRUZ, NATIONAL LATINO ALLIANCE FOR
THE ELIMINATION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DEVELOPING LINGUISTICALLY
AND CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE MATERIALS FOR LATINA SURVIVORS OF

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (2004), available at http://www.dvalianza.org/pdfs
/r-symposium.pdf.
Both of these reports work as a review of the findings of La Alianza
when it researched the issue of domestic violence in the Latino community.
The majority of the first paper discusses the formation of the focus groups,
the methodology used, and their findings regarding domestic violence in
the Latino/Latina community. The second report summarizes the efforts of
Alianza to compile and review materials, services and agencies purporting
to address the needs of Spanish speaking domestic violence victims. The
findings of focus groups are discussed, as well as suggestions for
preliminary guidelines in developing Spanish language materials. For
those wishing to see what an advocacy group on a national level has
initiated and the way in which it has chosen to frame the issue, La
Alianza's materials work as an excellent example of a commitment to
improving the experiences of its community.
B. ARTICLES

Donna Coker, Shifting Power for Battered Women: Law, Material
Resources, and Poor Women of Color, 33 U.C. DAVIS L. REV. 1009
(2000).
Coker's article challenges the response of the legal system in assisting
battered women, given that it is based on a response geared towards white
women of a certain socio-economic class. Coker argues that when research
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and material resources are aimed toward assisting battered women of
"color," they usually are narrowed to the African American experience, or
they fail to take into account the variety of cultural groups that can be
classified as Latina. After outlining various ways in which the legal system
fails to recognize the distinct issues confronting Latinas, she calls for a shift
of sources and research to improve the situation of all battered women,
regardless of racial background.
Michelle Decasas, Protecting Hispanic Women: The Inadequacy of
Domestic Violence Policy, 24 CHICANO-LATINO L. REV. 56 (2003).
This work examines the inadequacy of state and federal laws in
protecting Hispanic women, given the higher risk of intimate partner
violence. DeCasas starts with an overview of intimate homicide and the
number of risk factors involved that may lead to it. She then moves on to
explain how Hispanic women have a higher probability of being victims of
such homicide due to their greater exposure to such risk factors. Moving
onto the issues of language, culture, and the tangles both mandatory arrest
policies and the confusion that may arise under VAWA provisions,
DeCasas concludes that the mainstream domestic violence movement
needs to reach out and be more inclusive of minority populations. The
article serves as a good basic introduction to the issues facing the Hispanic
population in terms of intimate partner violence.
Mary Ann Dutton et al., Characteristics of Help-Seeking Behaviors,
Resources and Service Needs of Battered Immigrant Latinas: Legal and
Policy Implications, 7 GEO. J. ON POVERTY L. & POL'Y 245 (2000).

The authors present the results of an extensive survey done in the
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area regarding Latinas and their
perceptions of available services relating to domestic violence. The results
confirmed that while Latinas are susceptible to domestic violence like other
women, the barriers to gaining meaningful assistance are much greater than
the norm. Well-written, it lays out many of the issues facing Latinas in
obtaining assistance and offers ways in which lawyers, advocates, and
other authorities can improve assistance to battered women.
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Aarti Kasturirangan & Elizabeth Nutt Williams, Counseling Latina
Battered Women: A Qualitative Study of the Latina Perspective, 31 J. OF
MULTICULTURAL COUNSELING & DEVELOPMENT 162 (2003).
Although reporting on a relatively small sample of nine women who
have suffered abuse, this article works as a general introduction to the
problems of battered Latina women by reviewing the issues that confront
them in seeking assistance. Given its structure as a sociological article, the
recitation of the perceptions of the study's subjects makes it easy for the
authors to relate how their viewpoints reinforce earlier research on the
same topic without getting bogged down in legal jargon or lengthy
explanations of statistical models. Focused on giving recommendations to
counselors who work with battered Latinas, much of the advice can be
applied to researchers who work with such women.
Carolyn Murdaugh et al., Domestic Violence in Hispanics in the
Southeastern United States: A Survey and Needs Analysis, 19 J. FAMILY
VIOLENCE 107 (2004).

This brief article reports on the findings of a large survey of over 300
Hispanic women in the Southeast who were asked about their exposure to
domestic violence. A startling seventy percent indicated that they had
experienced some type of violence in the past year and an almost equal
amount stated that they were victims of a husband or boyfriend's violence.
Overall, women as a whole reported that the biggest barrier to obtaining
assistance was language, and a substantial amount stated that transportation
issues, legal issues, and fear of deportation factored into the decision of
whether to seek assistance. The widespread amount of violence to which
Hispanic women in the study were subjected to was hard to ignore, and the
authors called for more programs that took into account the particular
cultural needs in assisting immigrant women. A sobering look at the
amount of violence in one area of the country that summarizes previous
sociological research, this article serves as a strong reminder to researchers
of how prevalent violence is within this particular community.
Jenny Rivera, Domestic Violence Against Latinas by Latino Males: An
Analysis of Race, National Origin, and Gender Differentials, 14 B.C.
THIRD WORLD L.J. 231 (1994).

Rivera's article examines the particular difficulties facing Latinas
who are victims of male violence in their community. Initially, the author

20071

MINORITY GROUPS & INTIMA TE PARTNER VIOLENCE

dives into statistical evidence to show the Latino community's overall lack
of political and economic strength in American society, and examines the
negative stereotypes of both Latinos and Latinas. Rivera then addresses the
shortcomings of several organizations ostensibly in place to help victims,
such as law enforcement, the criminal justice system and social services
and indicates how they fail to take into account the specific needs of
Latinas. Such neglect, which manifests itself in the lack of culturally
appropriate responses, leaves women with no accessible avenues from
which they can seek assistance. Rivera urges that developing strategies that
account for the racial and cultural differences of Latinas will be required
that also address negative Latino stereotypes. Such an endeavor will need
both the requisite financial support an the collective will of both the Latino
community and advocates seeking to end domestic violence.
Jenny Rivera, Intimate PartnerViolence Strategies: Models for Community
Participation,50 ME. L.REv. 283 (1998).
Rivera starts her article by stating that current models that frame
violence against women as an area of federal interest arose out of a shift in
legislative thinking to consider community and constituent concerns at the
state level. However, the push to do so in the context of domestic violence
failed to take into account the concerns of women of color, in part due to
the historical lack of representation of communities of color within
legislative power structures. Part I of the article addresses the barriers
traditionally faced by Latino communities and the myth of democratic
represenation, while Part II evaluates community models evolving from
Latino initiatives within a community that improved the lives of women
suffering from intimate partner violence. Rivera points out that such
models, based on the purposeful inclusion of community activists, show a
way to think about recasting solutions in an area where traditional modes of
legislation and government assistance have failed. Rivera gives a strong
introduction to how community initiative may become the key factor in
establishing connections to women who are victims of intimate partner
violence.
Jenny Rivera, Preliminary Report. Availability of Domestic Violence
Services for Latina Survivors in New York State, 16 IN PUB. INTEREST 1
(1997).
Rivera's article reports the findings of a study undertaken by the New
York State Spanish Domestic Violence Hotline Advisory Committee that
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examined the availability of services to Latina victims. Relying upon
federal and state statistical data, as well as a survey of state shelters and
interviews with Latina victims, it was found that New York state shelters
failed to offer adequate services that took into account the special needs of
Latina victims. Besides a lack of funding, the shortage of an adequate
number of bilingual staff that could communicate with victims was noted
as a shortcoming of state services. In addition, certain practices developed
to aid women to escape abusive situations, such as transfers to upstate
shelters, instead exacerbated the isolation and problems presented to
Latinas. Such issues leave Latinas with very few viable options in securing
assistance in escaping a partner who abuses them when they wish to stay
within the reach of a known community. Rivera presents a list of
recommendations that move toward making shelters and social services
more available to Latinas, including more activism on the part of the local,
state, and national governments in increasing funding for all domestic
violence programs.
C. ELECTRONIC RESOURCES / SELECTED ONLINE BIBLIOGRAPHIES

National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence
http://www.dvalianza.org
Much like the organizations dedicated to combating intimate partner
violence in the African American and Asian American communities,
Alianza aims to address the problems of violence within Latino
communities. Focusing on the four major areas of community education
and development, public policy, research, and training and technical
assistance, each section has an area devoted to it on the website and
outlines the steps Alianza has undertaken to increase awareness of
domestic violence. Of particular interest is the Research section, which
discusses the establishment of El Centro, a national research center
developed in conjunction with Georgia State University, which as part of
its mission, promotes culturally relevant research. Along with references to
fact sheets, reports, articles and books, there is an annotated bibliography
located at http://www.dvalianza.org/resor/bibliography.htm. It should be
noted that the bibliography does not restrict itself to the United States, and
therefore covers domestic violence as it applies to Latino communities
worldwide. A strong starting point for researchers intending to examine
intimate partner violence in Latino communities.
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VI. NATIVE AMERICAN
Like African Americans, the history of Native Americans in United
States culture recalls the bitter and often destructive influence of a
mainstream society forcing assimilation upon a smaller one. There is little
argument that the settlement of the United States by Europeans devastated
Native American people by inexorably altering the framework of Native
American cultural society. 5 2 The literature on domestic violence traces
another impact of conquest, mainly the erosion of matrilineal authority and
general respect for Native American women by European settlers. This
ignorance and refusal to associate women with positions of power in turn
weakened traditional concepts of equality and respect for women. The
battering of this collective memory, reinforced by subjugating practices
towards Native Americans, became one of the many causes for increased
incidents of abuse among the population.
The addition of a multitude of United States laws governing criminal
or civil matter jurisdiction on reservations and the potential barriers facing
a Native American woman interacting with the legal system extend beyond
a singular immediate community.5 3 Coupled with an individual tribe's own
system of peacekeeping or legal authority, a woman may find that the
various intersections of power affect her ability to leave an abusive
relationship. The altered modern perceptions of women within her own
culture, the structural basis of her own tribe, and the hesitation of state or
federal laws to intervene on her behalf in an attempt to maintain a sense of
52. According to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, there are 561 federally recognized tribal
Bureau of Indian Affairs, http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html (last
governments.
visited Apr. 17, 2007). The vast amount of scholarship that covers the history of Native
Americans within the United States precludes a definitive list of suggested readings. However,
for a start, the reader might consult the following: THE AGGRESSION OF CIVILIZATION (Sandra L.
Cadwalader & Vine Deloria, Jr. eds., 1984); BRIAN W. DIPIE, THE VANISHING AMERICAN
(1982); AMERICAN INDIANS: SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC POLICY (Donald E. Green & Thomas
V. Tonnesen eds., 1991); NATIVE AMERICANS AND PUBLIC POLICY (Fremont Lyden & Lyman H.
Legters eds., 1982); JANET A. MCDONNEL, THE DISPOSSESSION OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
1887-1934 (1991); BERNARD STRICKLAND, TONTO'S REVENGE (1997); WILCOMB E.
WASHBURN, THE AMERICAN INDIAN AND THE UNITED STATES: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY
(1973); CHARLES WILKINSON, BLOOD STRUGGLE (2005).

53. See Jeanne Louise Carriere, Representing the Native American: Culture, Jurisdiction,
and the Indian Child Welfare Act, 79 IOWA L. REV. 585 (1994) (providing examples of how
Native American rights can clash with federal and state law); Christine Metteer, Hard Cases
Making Bad Law. The Need for Revision of the Indian Child Welfare Act, 38 SANTA CLARA L.
REV. 419 (1998); Wendy Therese Parnell, The Existing Indian Family Exception: Denying Tribal
Rights Protected by the Indian Child Welfare Act, 34 SAN DIEGO L. REV. 381, 437 (1997)
(showing the "continuing threat to tribal interests and the survival of Indian culture"); see also
Barbara Ann Atwood, Flashpoints Under the Indian Child Welfare Act: Toward A New
Understandingof State Court Resistance, 51 EMORY L.J. 587 (2002).
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Native American identity can all act as obstacles to the battered Native
American woman seeking relief.
A. MANUALS / REPORTS
MENDING THE SACRED Hoop-TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECT:
INTRODUCTORY MANUAL TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN INDIAN COUNTRY

(2003), available at http://www.msh-ta.org/vti-bin/shtml.dll/record.htm
(hereinafter MENDING THE SACRED HOOP).
As an invaluable resource for information on domestic violence in the
Native American community, this website's main strength is its
"Resources" page, where a list of material accessible via the web and
Adobe Acrobat is available. Of particular interest is the Technical
Assistance Project: Introductory Manual to Domestic Violence in Indian
Country, last updated in 2003. With various articles gathering viewpoints
on dealing with domestic violence in Native American communities, the
Manual is an excellent introduction for researchers interested in the history
of domestic violence in Native American communities and the related
issues and problems that are involved in combating it. The two articles
below would likely be of the most assistance to the researcher, and
inspection of the entire Manual is encouraged for those who wish further
reading.
The Evolution of Domestic Violence and Reform Efforts Across Indian
Country,

in

MENDING

THE

SACRED

HOOP

(2003)

available at

http://www.msh-ta.org/, vti-bin/shtml.dll/record.htm.
A brief paper that essentially serves as a timeline of historical events
that led to the growth of domestic violence in Native American
communities.
The paper starts with pre-contact societies and then
discusses the major events regarding colonization waves and the passage of
United States laws. It marks the history of the significance of Native
American rights including the 1990s and current issues. The timeline pays
particular attention to the places where legal authority addresses the
recognition of domestic violence as a problem and works as a quick
overview of the way the Native American community reacted to the
growing violence in their midst.
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The Native Women Research Project.- Communitv-Based Analysis of the
U.S. Legal System's Intervention in Domestic Abuse Cases Involving
Indigenous Women, in MENDING THE SACRED HOOP (2003), available at
http://www.msh-ta.org/-vti-bin/shtml .dll/record.htm.
Researched with a grant from the National Institute of Justice, and at
480 pages this manual is dedicated to examining violence against
indigenous women, and clearly not for the casual reader. However, for
those researchers who plan to work with indigenous people or who are in
areas of the country where such individuals may seek their services, it is
worthwhile to review the portions of the document that deal with the
traditional ideas of women in indigenous societies.
A Voice for Her People, in MENDING THE SACRED HOOP-TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE PROJECT: INTRODUCTORY MANUAL TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

IN

INDIAN

COUNTRY

(2003),

available

at

http://www.msh-

ta.org/_vti bin/shtml .dll/record.htm.
This article traces the historical influence of women in several
traditional Native American societies, where a tribe's focus was based on a
concept of matrilineal authority. The importance of the female role in
keeping a tribe functional is reviewed, including in some tribes the ability
to govern. It was the arrival of European settlers which led to the
undermining of women's roles in their Native tribes, though many women
battled to keep their voices heard among the rapid changes. While lightly
touching upon the problems European settlement brought upon Native
Americans, the article serves as a good introduction to the historical view
of women in many Native American tribes.
PAMELA

JUMPER

THURMAN,

TRI ETHNIC CENTER FOR PREVENTION

RESEARCH, VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIAN WOMEN: FINAL REVISED REPORT,

NAT'L INST. OF JUSTICE

(Colorado State Univ. 2003).

The main thrust of this study was to assess community awareness and
the level of responsiveness to violence against Native American women.
Through surveys and with no direct interviews of abused women, the
authors found that while many understood there was a problem of violence
within Native American communities, ways to address such issues were
unfocused and unsupported by the community. This particular text is of
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more interest to those who have the time and the inclination to read a
lengthy report on a snapshot of different communities' attitudes towards
violence.
B. ARTICLES
Donna Coker, Enhancing Autonomy for Battered Women: Lessons from
Navajo Peacemaking,47 UCLA. L. REV. 1 (1999).
Coker's article examines the Navajo method of Peacemaking, a
traditional format that seeks to have conflicted parties work out their
differences instead of heading to a more traditional judicial setting. In the
context of domestic violence, Coker analyzes portions of the process that
may empower domestic violence victims in a way that the more formal
structure of adjudication cannot address. She also examines a small set of
statistics regarding peacemaking to determine the effectiveness and level to
which it is used in relation to domestic violence cases. While supportive of
the particular benefits, some aspects of peacemaking can bring help to
Navajo women who are victims of domestic violence. The process is only
a partial answer to assessing the needs of such victims, but an interesting
example of how domestic violence can be addressed in the context of a
culturally accepted practice.
Virginia H. Murray, 'Traditional' Legal Perspective. A Comparative
Survey of the Historic Civil, Common, and American Indian Tribal Law
Responses to Domestic Violence, 23 OKLA. CITY U. L. REv. 433 (1998).
Murray observes that Roman Civil Law and Anglo American Law,
though born of different traditions, developed from common JudeoChristian beliefs when dealing with domestic violence. Contrasted with the
examples of three American Indian tribes, (Cheyenne, Navajo and
Cherokee), Murray effectively outlines the ways in which the tribes
handling of domestic violence situations historically differed. The author
suggests that a re-examination of historical bases of how violence was
treated might point to how future models to prevent domestic violence
might be constructed. As with other pieces in this section, Murray's
conclusions suggest that traditional Native American modes of cultural
interaction may merit further study when creating appropriate relevant
culturally relevant frameworks dealing with domestic violence.
James W. Zion & Elsie B. Zion, Hozho' Sokee'-Stay Together Nicely:
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Domestic Violence Under Navajo Common Law, 25 ARIZ. ST. L.J. 407
(1993).
The authors cover the particular traditions that have propelled Navajo
culture in the past, examining among other things, how the historical
concepts of matrilocal residence and polygamy likely reduced the threat of
domestic violence. While the concept of a clan-type extended family still
exists, the realities of a hostile culture's conquest have led to traditional
values being undermined and to an increase in domestic violence. The
authors suggest that a return to tradition can successfully address the
treatment of the problem of domestic violence within the Navajo nation,
also arguing that failing to do so will likely end in a complete obliteration
of the unique Navajo culture. Like the Coker article earlier in this section,
this piece provides an example of how culturally relevant studies may hold
the key to creating new theories of combating intimate partner violence.
C.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

National Tribal Justice Resource Center, http://www.tribalresourcecenter

.org.

54

A project of the National American Indian Court Judges Assocation,
the Native Tribal Justice Resource Center was created as a support system
nationwide for tribal justice systems. Collecting an impressive amount of
resources on Native American law, a researcher can peruse the list of tribal
court sites, search tribal court decisions or tribal court codes and
constitutions, which historically have at times been difficult to locate using
traditional research methods. The site has a section on Domestic Violence
that includes model and sample codes of various Native American tribes
relating to domestic relations and family law, as well as a short chapter
detailing Tribal Courts and Victims' Rights and a Tribal Court Benchbook
for Domestic Violence Cases. The site is recommended for those
researchers seeking additional information on a particular Native American
tribe and its approach to intimate partner violence.
VII. CONCLUSION
As stated in the Introduction, this selected bibliography is meant to
introduce the researcher to the sorts of issues that may come into play with
54.

Last visited Apr. 16, 2007.
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members of particular minority groups. The brutality of domestic violence
is harsh enough, but compounded with the added parameters of race,
language, or disability, the magnification of the problems in failing to
adequately serve these populations is apparent. With the rise of women's
equality as a concept not only in Western societies, but also increasingly
across the world, the current trend in domestic violence research is to frame
intimate partner violence as a violation of basic human rights. 5 By doing
so, intimate partner violence can no longer be simply and ignorantly
classified as part of a culturally acceptable practice where a man loses his
temper. Invoking the concept of the basic human right to be free from
violence moves the argument into a sphere that binds all the groups listed
here into a commonality in a way that very few other topics could do.
As these readings illustrate, the unconditional condemnation across
all racial and cultural lines of such violence against individuals may still be
forthcoming, but the manner in which we treat such victims can be better
informed based on our comprehension of the particular circumstances of
their experience. Violence is violence, and victims of intimate partner
violence who seek assistance are best served by researchers and advocates
who understand the complexities of their situtations.
VIII. ADDITIONAL READINGS / RESOURCES
The following sources may be consulted when seeking further
information on intimate partner violence. However, an excellent starting
place to locate materials on domestic or intimate partner violence that
should not be overlooked is Professor Natalie Sokoloff's extensive list of
annotated citations,5 6 which is further highlighted below in the section on
Electronic Resources.
55. Such an argument for framing domestic violence as a violation of a basic human right
has gained much ground in recent years, especially on the international level. Such an argument
is being heard increasingly in the domestic sphere as well. See generally Rhonda Copelon,
Recognizing the Egregious in the Everyday: Domestic Violence as Torture, 25 COLUM. HUM.
RTS. L. REV. 291 (1994); Katherine M. Culliton, Finding a Mechanism to Enforce Women's
Right to State Protection from Domestic Violence in the Americas, 34 HARV. INT'L L.J. 507
(1993); Lori L. Heise, Violence Against Women: Translating International Advocacy Into
Concrete Change, 44 AM. U. L. REV. 1207 (1995); Alice M. Miller & Meghan Faux,
Reconceiving Responses to Private Violence and State Accountability: Using An International
Human Rights Framework in the United States, I GEO. J. GENDER & L. 67 (2000); Dorothy Q.
Thomas & Michele E. Beasley, Domestic Violence as a Human Rights Issue, 15 HUM. RTS. Q. 36
(1993).
56.

NATALIE J. SOKOLOFF, MULTICULTURAL PERSPECTIVES ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN

THE U.S. (2005), available at www.lib.jjay.cuny.edu/research/DomesticViolence.
Professor
Sokoloff's list is so exhaustive that it makes this particular listing of additional readings
deliberately short; those who choose to peruse this line of research should consult her website for
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As stated in the Introduction, the multitude of materials on intimate
partner violence spans the social sciences sphere. The reader should note
that this section merely reflects some of the vast amount of available
materials. Several of the websites given within the section have extensive
lists of resources, as do the assorted bibliographies mentioned in various
sections of this bibliography. In addition, almost every source selected for
inclusion within the main body of the bibliography has its own list of
references.
With the aim of providing introductory material to the
researcher, this section does not reproduce the lengthy lists found
elsewhere; instead, it is again a limited set of resources to assist a
researcher. 7
A. ARTICLES / BOOKS /
MARGARET

ABRAHAM,

MANUALS

SPEAKING

/ REPORTS
THE

UNSPEAKABLE:

MARITAL

VIOLENCE AMONG SOUTH ASIAN IMMIGRANTS IN THE UNITED STATES

(2000).
BEVERLY

BALOS

&

MARY

LOUISE

FELLOWS,

LAW

AND VIOLENCE

AGAINST WOMEN: CASES AND MATERIALS ON SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION

(1994).
DAWN

BRADLEY

BERRY,

THE

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE

SOURCEBOOK:

(1995).

RICARDO CARRILLO & JERRY TELLO, FAMILY VIOLENCE AND MEN OF

COLOR: HEALING THE WOUNDED MALE SPIRIT (1998).

Therese A. Clarke, Why Won't Someone Help Me?. The Unspeakable
Epidemic of Domestic Violence. An Annotated Bibliography, 23 N. ILL. U.
L. REV. 529 (2003).

further lists of unannotated citations. While the focus of this article has been essentially on
providing the researcher with a narrower focus on materials that may help understand some of the
legally based issues facing some of these groups, as well as a general idea of the overall
difficulties they may confront, Sokoloff's bibliography is key to gaining resources in other fields
when doing further research.
57. Titles without description are either legal casebooks, or general books of interest on
domestic violence that address a specific population.
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This recent annotated bibliography, while also dealing with domestic
violence, takes a much broader view in gathering materials. Covering
general domestic violence resources, the author also addresses materials
dealing with children, federal law and judicial issues as they intersect with
the topic. Finally, she brings together different sets of materials on the
elderly, same sex couples, and concerns regarding international and
asylum-rated domestic violence issues.
Donna Coker, Crime Control and Feminist Law Reform in Domestic
Violence Law: A CriticalReview, 4 BUFF, CRIM. L. REv. 801 (2001).
Coker's piece examines how current domestic violence law, aimed at
a general stereotype of "battered women," fails to address the particular
issues of minority women and the material needs that often are critical to a
woman's existence outside of an abusive situation.
Colors: De/Constructing
Virginia
P.
Coto,
Beyond/Between
Solidarity and the
Positions
in
Latcrit
Theory
Inter-Group
Insider/Outsider
Problematics of Comparison in Coalitional Theory and Praxis, LUCHA,
The Strugglefor Life: Legal Servicesfor BatteredImmigrant Women, 53 U.
MIAMI L. REV. 749 (1999).
An overview of the Miami-based project LUCHA, detailing the basics
of the program and its client base of battered immigrant women.
CLARE DALTON & ELIZABETH M. SCHNEIDER, BATTERED WOMEN AND
THE LAW (Robert C. Clark ed., 2001).
Sarah Deer, Expand the Network of Safety: Tribal Protection Ordersfor
Survivors of Sexual Assault, 4 TRIBAL L.J. 3 (2004).
This is a brief article outlining the remedies that tribal courts may
provide victims of sexual assault.
HELEN M. EIGENBERG, WOMAN BATTERING IN THE UNITED STATES: TILL
DEATH DO Us PART (2001).
Alice J. Gallin, The Cultural Defense: Undermining the Policies Against
Domestic Violence, 35 B.C. L. REv. 723 (1993).
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An examination of how the "cultural defense" argument actually
works against battered women who are victims of violence, namely by
excusing the aforementioned violence.
Robert L. Hampton et al., Violence in Communities of Color, in RICARDO
CARRILLO & JERRY TELLO, FAMILY VIOLENCE AND MEN OF COLOR:

HEALING THE WOUNDED MALE SPIRIT

(1998).

This work discusses and reviews the literature on African American
males and violence.
ISSUES IN INTIMATE VIOLENCE (Raquel Kennedy Bergen ed., 1998).
ETHEL KLEIN ET AL., ENDING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: CHANGING PUBLIC
PERCEPTION/HALTING THE EPIDEMIC (1997).
NANCY

K.D. LEMON, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LAW (2001).

Lettie L. Lockhart, Spousal Violence: A Cross Racial Perspective, in
ROBERT L. HAMPTON, BLACK FAMILY VIOLENCE: CURRENT RESEARCH
AND THEORY

(1991).

Lockhart's piece appearing within a sociological text, documents a
research study comparing violence in white and black marital relationships.
Amy Radon, Tribal Jurisdiction and Domestic Violence: The Need for
Non-Indian Accountability on the Reservation, 37 U. MICH. J.L. REFORM
1275 (2004).
A Note arguing for tribal jurisdiction over Non-Indian members when
it comes to domestic violence.
Nilda Rimonte, Domestic Violence among Pacific Asians, in DIANE YENMEI WONG, MAKING WAVES: AN ANTHOLOGY OF WRITINGS BY AND

ABOUT ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN (Asian Women United ed., 1989).
A short piece that visits the issue of domestic violence and the
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problems encountered when combating it within the Asian community.
K. E. SUPRIYA, SHAME AND RECOVERY: MAPPING IDENTITY IN AN ASIAN

WOMEN'S SHELTER (2003).

Sharan K. Suri, A Matter of Principle and Consistency: Understandingthe
Battered Woman and Cultural Defenses, 7 MICH. J. GENDER & L. 107
(2000).
This is a comparison of the battered woman and the cultural defenses,
with a discussion of the pros and cons contrasted to each other.
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: THE BLOODY FOOTPRINTS (Pauline B. Bart

& Eileen Geil Moran eds, 1993).

Sumayyah Waheed, Domestic Violence on the Reservation: Imperfect
Laws, Imperfect Solution, 19 BERKELEY WOMEN'S L.J. 287 (2004).

This is a discussion of the jurisdictional and financial obstacles that
impede the assistance of Native American women who are victims of
domestic violence.
CAROLYN M. WEST,

VIOLENCE IN THE LIVES OF BLACK WOMEN:

BATTERED, BLACK, AND BLUE (2003).
LAURA
A.
WILLIAMS,
FAMILY
VIOLENCE
AND
AMERICAN
INDIANS/ALASKA NATIVES: A REPORT TO THE INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE

OFFICE OF WOMEN'S HEALTH (2002).

While essentially an annotated bibliography of materials dealing with
domestic violence and how it impacts Native American/Alaskan women,
many of the resources have been cited in the collections of materials
mentioned above in the section on Native Americans.

B. ELECTRONIC RESOURCES / SELECTED ONLINE BIBLIOGRAPHIES

Aardvarc, An Abuse, Rape and Domestic Violence Aid and Resource
Collection, http://www.aardvarc.org."

58.

Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.

20071

MINORITY GROUPS & INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE

A general website dedicated to informing individuals about abuse in a
variety of forms, that at times may be overwhelming with the amount of
material it offers to those interested in a specific topic. However, the site
gives solid practical advice on how to leave an abusive relationship, and
offers commercial links to sources recommended for further reading.
Overall, the site is reminiscent of an actual "textbook" on domestic
violence for those experiencing it, and the straightforward approach is
perhaps its strongest point.
American Bar Association, Commission on Domestic Violence, General
Bibliography, http://www.abanet.org/domviol/biblio.html.
While not separated into categories other than by publisher, type, and
media format, the ABA's general bibliography still gathers a significant
amount of material into one place for the student beginning to explore the
topic of intimate partner violence.
Communities Against Violence Network ("CAVNET"), http://www.cav
net2.org.5
Aimed towards creating a network of anti-violence experts and
advocates, CAVNET has a wealth of material available to members for a
yearly charge. The public portions of the site allow non-members to search
their database and determine if there is enough worthwhile information to
purchase a membership. With sections devoted to recommended readings
and topical lists dealing with various areas of violence detailing the
database's holdings, CAVNET is still a worthwhile visit for collecting
domestic violence information.
Jacquelyn Coughlan, Culture and Domestic Violence (2007), http://www
2.sunyit.edu/library/html/culturedmedlbib/domestic/index.html.6
Librarian Jacquelyn Coughlan of SUNY Institute of Technology has
collected into a bibliography over 250 unannotated citations detailing the
discussion of domestic violence within a cultural context.

59.
60.

Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.
Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.
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Domestic
Violence
Project
of
Silicon
Valley
http://www.growing.com/nonviolent/mainintro.htm. 6

California,

Claiming a collection of over 1400 links to online resources dealing
with domestic violence, the website includes research links which point to
web resources in a variety of areas, including some minority groups. Book
lists and online journals are included, as well as general information for a
victim who needs assistance in California.
Human Rights Watch: Women's Human Rights: Disabled Women and
Girls, http://hrw.org/women/disabled.html.62
This is a website chronicling some of the issues confronting women
and girls with disabilities.
Michigan Resource Center on Domestic
http://www.mcadsv.org/mrcdsv/index.html. 6 3

and

Sexual

Violence,

An offshoot of the Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual
Violence, the Resource Center is an excellent website gathering various
types of information on sexual and domestic violence. Along with topical
bibliographies, there is a well-organized internet portal arranged by topic
with web links. This is a good starting place for any student wishing to
begin internet research or wishing to obtain short unannotated
bibliographies on a specific topic.
Minnesota Center Against Violence and Abuse, http://www.mincava.
umn.edu. 6
This is an electronic clearinghouse of what the creators state is over
3000 sources dealing with domestic violence. Many of the sources are
listed on the website in text and/or Adobe Acrobat format, allowing easy
access to materials for the general public, and overall a worthwhile site for
gathering information on violence against women.
61.
62.
63.
64.

Last visited
Last visited
Last visited
Last visited

Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

17,
17,
17,
17,

2007.
2007.
2007.
2007.
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National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence, http://www.ncdsv.org/
index.html. 6
This Texas-based organization provides training and support to
organizations looking toward ending domestic and sexual violence. The
website is a very good collection of related links and publications relating
to domestic violence. It contains a section on domestic and sexual violence
in the military, which is not covered in this bibliography.
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, http://www.ncadv.org.

66

This is an extensive website of a twenty-five year old organization
dedicated to combating domestic violence. Of particular note is its reading
list, giving citations to articles dealing with different areas of domestic
violence.
National Institute of Justice, Broadening Our Understanding of Violence
Against Women Among Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Minorities (2001),
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/vawprog/broadening.html. 67
Available only on the web, these are proceedings of the National
Institute of Justice detailing the problems and issues facing multicultural
research.
National Online Resource
http://www.vawnet.org. 6

Center

on

Violence

Against

Women,

A collaboration between the National Center on Injury Prevention and
Control and the Centers for Disease Control, VAWnet is a part of the
National Resource Center on Domestic Violence. With a goal of creating
easily accessible full text material on sexual violence, domestic violence
and other related issues, this massive website collects papers from other

65.
66.
67.
68.

Last
Last
Last
Last

visited
visited
visited
visited

Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

17,
17,
17,
17,
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2007.
2007.
2007.
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branches of the federal government and consolidates them under its
umbrella. Designed for those combating these issues at the local and state
level, the site may initially be difficult to navigate, but the information
gained is well worth the time.
National Women's Health Information Center, http://www.4woman.gov
/index.htm. 69
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Office on Women's Health, this source includes a broad section on
violence against women and a smaller section on domestic and intimate
partner violence. While it repeats some of the same information found at
many other sites, it is perhaps best used for its limited set of links to
government fact sheets and reports on domestic violence that the federal
government makes available.
Natalie J. Sokoloff, Bibliographic References for Multicultural
Perspectives
on Domestic
Violence
in
the U.S.
(2007),
http://www.lib.jjay.cuny.edu/research/DomesticViolence. 7 °
This is an extensive list of unannotated sources drawing from a
variety of social science disciplines detailing domestic violence in cultural
settings. Last updated in March of 2005, Professor Sokoloff has collected a
massive unannotated bibliography of citations regarding domestic violence
in a variety of multicultural communities. In addition to those covered in
this article, she includes material grouped based on religion, sexual
orientation, the elderly, and women in prisons. She ventures further by
collecting material on whites in all economic classes and she compares it to
other ethnic groups. Covering a broad range of sources including social
sciences and the law, anyone doing research in the domestic violence field
with these populations should consult this ongoing work in progress.
U.S. Department of Justice: Office on Violence Against Women,
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/vawo."7

69.
70.
71.

Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.
Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.
Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.
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Created in 1995 as part of the passage of the VAWA in 1994, this
branch of the Justice Department is in charge of developing and
coordinating Justice Department policy on violence against women and
spearheading a leadership role with other offices within the federal
government in the implementation of VAWA. The website includes a
variety of links to various programs, government publications, statistics,
and reports, among a myriad of sources, including the Office of Justice
Programs and the National Criminal Justice Service. It is a useful website
for those curious about the "official" stance of the federal government on
violence against women.
Violence Against Women Online Resources, http://www.vaw.unm.edu.

72

With a recently revamped website, this is a joint project between the
Minnesota Center Against Violence and Abuse ("MINCAVA") at the
University of Minnesota and the Office on Violence Against Women
within the U.S. Department of Justice. The site serves to bring together
information on a variety of topics concerning violence against women,
including several papers specifically dealing with domestic violence.

WomensLaw.org, http://www.womenslaw.org. 7
Organized by attorneys, teachers, and advocates working in the
domestic violence field, the site purports to provide legal information in a
more accessible and understandable format for victims of domestic
violence. Toward that end, the site provides a comprehensive state-by-state
listing of information geared toward assisting a victim to navigate through
the court system and to understand what laws may apply to her. It contains
links to forms, courthouse locations, and other resources. In addition,
information is provided on matters concerning tribal courts, military courts,
and immigration concerns. Overall, this is a solid resource for victims and
a good starting reference point for researchers who may wish to quickly
comprehend the court process as it pertains to domestic violence in other
jurisdictions.

72.
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Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.
Last visited Apr. 17, 2007.

